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Re:    Hoffman Model JEL-3 Hat Steamers Low Water Cut Off Device
Ref:  Texas Boiler Law and Rules:  65.100 (g) (4) (A) Low-water fuel cutoff and water feeding devices.
The referenced rule requires all automatically fired steam boilers, except boiler having a constant attendant, who has no other duties while the boiler is in operation, shall be equipped with an approved low-water fuel cutoffs. These devices shall be installed in such a manner that they cannot be rendered inoperative by the manipulation of and manual control or regulating apparatus. 
The Hoffman Model JEL-3 utilizes a “Therm-O-Disk” as their low-water cutoff (LWCO) . This type of LWCO is a thermal couple (Exhibit 1) that shuts down the boiler upon reaching a set temperature.  After reviewing the technical literature (attached) for the Therm-O-Disk, as supplied by Hoffman, and witnessing the operation of the device, we have found that equivalent safety will be maintained. 

The original installation design of the LWCO did not meet the requirement of not being rendered inoperative. After discussions, Hoffman has provided the following solution. A cable lock (as seen in Exhibit 2) shall be installed on the thermo-well in which the sensing element of the LWCO in installed into. We have determined this will meet the requirements of the Texas Boiler Law and Rules (TBL&R). If the LWCO is installed as show in the attachment then there is no violation of the TBL&R, however if the cable lock has been removed or is not locked into place a Repair requirement shall be written, requiring the cable lock installed as required by the Hoffman.
Any questions regarding this Technical Gram should be addressed to the Chief Boiler Inspector or an Inspection Specialist.


