Architectural Barriers Advisory Committee

Meeting of May 20, 2011 

North Campus Building – 1st Floor Public Meeting Room 
1106 Clayton Lane, Austin, Texas

Summary of Minutes

Presiding Officer, Ron Menard called the meeting to order at 10:06 a.m.


Presiding Officer, Ron Menard moved to agenda item B. Roll Call, Certification of Quorum, and Introductions.  Committee members, Ron Menard, Andrew Combs, Todd Gritch, Brion Sargent, Philip Pearce, Charles Hunter, and Kathy-Ann Riley were present.   Nancie Etzel and Rob Roy Parnell were absent.  A quorum was present.

Presiding Officer, Ron Menard moved to agenda item C. Approval of Minutes – Meeting of April 18, 2011.  Committee member, Phillip Pearce, seconded by Charles Hunter, made a motion to approve the minutes with a modification to paragraph seven.  The motion passed with a unanimous vote in favor.

Presiding Officer, Ron Menard moved to agenda item D. Public Comment.  There was no public comment at this time.

Presiding Officer, Ron Menard moved to agenda item E. Staff Reports.  Bill Kuntz, Executive Director, provided a report from the Executive Office.  Robert Posey, Program Manager, provided the Compliance Division report.  Don Dudley, Division Director, provided the Education and Examination Division report.  Robert Musemeche, Prosecutor, provided the Enforcement Division report.   Bill Kuntz, Executive Director, provided the Licensing Division report. 
Presiding Officer, Ron Menard moved to agenda item F. Workgroup Reports:

Workgroup A (Standards)
Robert Posey, Program Manager, reported that the work group had completed the tasks of the work group.
Workgroup B (Rules)
Robert Posey, Program Manager, reported that the work group needed to develop a few more rules before completing the process.  
Workgroup C (Education)
Robert Posey, Program Manager, reported that this group had not met pending some direction from the Rules and Standards Work Groups.

Presiding Officer, Ron Menard moved to agenda item G. Discussion on TRASA’s open letter dated October 29, 2010, regarding the new standards.  Robert Posey, Program Manager opened the discussion for  the Committee.  The Committee discussed what if any action was necessary and determined that this matter should be referred to staff.  

Presiding Officer, Ron Menard moved to agenda item L. Discussion and possible recommendation on rule changes at 68.30, 68.31, 68.50, 68.65, 68.74, 68.80, 68.100, 68.101, 68.102,  68.103, 68.104  of  16 Texas Administrative Code Chapter 68.  Lynn Latombe, Staff Attorney, outlined the review-to-adoption process and created a time line of future meetings.  
Presiding Officer, Ron Menard moved to agenda item H. Discussion and possible recommendation on the new state standards for accessible design.  Robert Posey, Program Manager outlined the changes from Sections One and Two and reported that all other sections remain the same.  The Committee discussed the standards and requirements for Texas.  Committee member, Andrew Combs, seconded by Phillip Pearce, made a motion to post the draft accessibility standards on the department’s website for comment and, based on those comments, staff will determine the need for a Public Hearing.  The motion  passed by a unanimous vote. 
Presiding Officer, Ron Menard moved to agenda item I. Discussion on Technical Memorandum 08-01 regarding curb ramps.  Robert Posey, Program Manager, provided Federal Highway Administration standards for curb ramps.  Committee member Phillip Pearce suggested that the discussion should focus on the non public right-of-way portion of the Technical Memorandum.  The Committee suggested that this matter may be addressed by the new standards within the next few months.  Presiding Officer, Ron Menard, seconded by Kathy-Ann Riley, made a motion to defer this TM 08-01 to the Standards Work Group.  Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Presiding Officer, Ron Menard moved to agenda item J.  Discussion and possible recommendation on Technical Memorandum 11-01 regarding electric vehicle charging stations.  Robert Posey, Program Manager, outlined the memo and a proposed change to adjust the percentage of accessible charging stations from 5% to 20%.  The Board discussed this requirement and determined that it should remain at 20%.  The Committee discussed the requirements for signage designating the charging stations as accessible and determined that signage was not required in lieu of the increased number of spaces.  The Committee heard public comment from John Torkleson regarding the need to tie the requirement for the 36 inches of accessible route to the accessible charging station.  Committee member, Phillip Pearce, seconded by Todd Gritch, made a motion to remove the signage requirements and tie the 36 inch requirement of accessible route to the charging station.  The motion passed by a unanimous vote.  





Presiding Officer, Ron Menard moved to agenda item K. Discussion and possible recommendation on new software to allow RAS updates electronically.  Robert Posey reported that he had contacted three software vendors for information on electronic reporting.  Mr. Posey said additional time was necessary to develop this possibility as well as exploring the funding for the new software.  

Presiding Officer, Ron Menard moved to agenda item L. Discussion and possible recommendation on rule changes at 68.30, 68.31, 68.50, 68.65, 68.74, 68.80, 68.100, 68.101, 68.102,  68.103, 68.104  of  16 Texas Administrative Code Chapter 68.  Robert Posey, Program Manager, outlined the proposed changes to the rules.  The Committee sent sections 68.65 and 68.74 back to the work group for further review and discussion.    
Presiding Officer, Ron Menard moved to agenda item M. Recommendations for agenda items for next meeting.
The Committee decided to place the following items on the next agenda: Technical Memorandum 08-01, Technical Memorandum 11-01, work group reports, and draft rules.
Presiding Officer, Ron Menard moved to agenda item N. Discussion of date, time and location of next meeting.  The Committee decided to hold the next meeting June or July, 2011, at 10:00 a.m.
Presiding Officer, Ron Menard moved to agenda item O. Adjournment.  The meeting adjourned at 12:20 p.m.

__________________________________


Ronald Menard, Presiding Officer

Architectural Barriers Advisory Committee

