Architectural Barriers Advisory Committee

Meeting of August 11, 2011 

North Campus Building – 1st Floor Public Meeting Room 
1106 Clayton Lane, Austin, Texas

Summary of Minutes

Presiding Officer, Ron Menard called the meeting to order at 10:02 a.m.


Presiding Officer, Ron Menard moved to agenda item B. Roll Call, Certification of Quorum, and Introductions.  Committee members, Ron Menard, Todd Gritch, Brion Sargent, Rob Roy Parnell, and Kathy-Ann Riley were present.   Andrew Combs, Philip Pearce, and Charles Hunter were absent.  A quorum was present.

Presiding Officer, Ron Menard moved to agenda item C. Approval of Minutes – Meeting of May 20, 2011.  Committee member, Todd Gritch, seconded by Rob Roy Parnell, made a motion to approve the minutes.  The motion passed with a unanimous vote in favor.

Presiding Officer, Ron Menard moved to agenda item D. Public Comment.  There was no public comment at this time.

Presiding Officer, Ron Menard moved to agenda item E. Staff Reports.  Bill Kuntz, Executive Director, provided a report from the Executive Office.  Robert Posey, Program Manager, provided the Compliance Division report.  Kim Whitt, Program Specialist, provided the Education and Examination Division report.  Robert Musemeche, Prosecutor, provided the Enforcement Division report.   Chloe Whalon, Licensing Supervisor, provided the Licensing Division report. 
Presiding Officer, Ron Menard moved to agenda item F. Workgroup Reports.  Robert Posey gave an update on Workgroup A (Standards), Workgroup B (Rules), and Workgroup C (Education).  The Committee discussed the need for future meetings.  
Presiding Officer, Ron Menard moved to agenda item G. Discussion and possible recommendation on Technical Memoranda 08-01 & 11-01.  Robert Posey, Program Manager, provided a draft proposal of the technical memoranda and advised the Committee that the Access Board is looking into issuing new standards based on PROWAC recommendations which may make this memorandum no longer effective.  The Committee discussed points of clarification.  Todd Gritch, seconded by Kathy-Ann Riley, made a motion to recommend approval of TM 08-01 as presented.  The motion passed by unanimous vote.    Robert Posey, Program Manager presented a revised draft of TM 11-01 with a few minor corrections made from the dais.  Committee member Kathy-Ann Riley, seconded by Todd Gritch, made a motion to recommend approval of TM 11-01 with the corrections suggested.  The motion passed by unanimous vote.    
Presiding Officer, Ron Menard moved to agenda item H. Discussion and possible recommendation of amendments to existing rule at 16 Texas Administrative Code, Chapter 68, §68.100(a) regarding the 2012 Texas Accessibility Standards.  Robert Posey, Program Manager, presented the proposed rules.  The Committee heard public comment from David Lancaster suggesting changes to the safe harbor language.  Committee member, Todd Gritch made a recommendation to incorporate the changes suggested by Mr. Lancaster regarding safe harbor.  Ron Menard seconded the motion.  The motion passed by unanimous vote.  Rob Roy Parnell, seconded by Todd Gritch, made a motion to post the rules in the Texas Register for public comment.  The motion passed by unanimous vote.
Presiding Officer, Ron Menard moved to agenda item I. Discussion and possible recommendation of amendments to existing rules at 16 Texas Administrative Code, Chapter 68, §§68.65, 68.74 & 68.76.  Robert Posey, Program Manager, outlined the changes to the proposed rules to provide clarity to the Technical Memorandum approval process through work groups.  Robert Posey, Program Manager, outlined the changes to §68.74 clarifying the education requirements.  The Committee heard public comment from John Torkleson.  Committee member, Rob Roy Parnell, seconded by Todd Gritch, made a motion to recommend the proposed changes.  The motion passed by a unanimous vote.  Robert Posey, Program Manager, outlined the change which would allow the RAS limited participation in the preparation of variances.  The Committee heard public comment from David Lancaster and John Torkleson.  Committee member, Todd Gritch, seconded by Kathy-Ann Riley, made a motion to recommend approval of the rules as presented.  The motion passed by a unanimous vote.  Committee member Todd Gritch, seconded by Kathy-Ann Riley, made a motion to post the proposed rules in the Texas Register with an effective date of March 15, 2012.  The motion passed by a unanimous vote.
Presiding Officer, Ron Menard moved to agenda item J. Recommendations for agenda items for next meeting.
The Committee offered no agenda items at this time. 
Presiding Officer, Ron Menard moved to agenda item K. Discussion of date, time and location of next meeting.  The Committee decided to hold the next meeting October 13, 2011 at 10:00 a.m. in Austin, TX.
Presiding Officer, Ron Menard moved to agenda item O. Adjournment.  The meeting adjourned at 12:03 p.m.

__________________________________


Philip G. Pearce, Presiding Officer

Architectural Barriers Advisory Committee

