
Architectural Barriers Advisory Committee

Meeting of October 13, 2011 

North Campus Building – 1st Floor Public Meeting Room 
1106 Clayton Lane, Austin, Texas

Summary of Minutes

Presiding Officer, Philip Pearce called the meeting to order at 10:04 a.m.


Presiding Officer, Philip Pearce moved to agenda item B. Roll Call, Certification of Quorum, and Introductions.  Committee members, Philip Pearce, Todd Gritch, Andrew Combs, Rob Roy Parnell, Charles Hunter, Jim Durham, and Kathy-Ann Riley were present.   Brion Sargent and Ron Menard were absent.  A quorum was present.  Committee member Andrew Combs, seconded by Todd Gritch, made a motion to excuse the absence of Ron Menard.

Presiding Officer, Philip Pearce moved to agenda item C. Approval of Minutes – Meeting of August 11, 2011.  Committee member Todd Gritch, seconded by Jim Durham, made a motion to approve the minutes.  The motion passed with a unanimous vote.

Presiding Officer, Philip Pearce moved to agenda item D. Public Comment.  There was no public comment at this time.

Presiding Officer, Philip Pearce moved to agenda item E. Staff Reports.  Bill Kuntz, Executive Director, provided a report from the Executive Office.  Robert Posey, Program Manager, provided the Compliance Division report.  Ray Pizarro, Program Specialist, provided the Education and Examination Division report.  Karen Cox, Prosecutor, provided the Enforcement Division report. Chloe Whalon, Licensing Supervisor, provided the Licensing Division report. 

Presiding Officer, Philip Pearce moved to agenda item F. Workgroup Reports.  Robert Posey gave an update on Workgroup A (Standards) and Workgroup B (Rules), both of which have completed their tasks. Mr. Posey also reported that Workgroup C (Education) will begin its tasks prior to November 1, 2011.  
Presiding Officer, Philip Pearce moved to agenda item G. Discussion and possible recommendations regarding adoption of rules at 16 Texas Administrative Code, Chapter 68, §68.100(a) regarding the 2012 Texas Accessibility Standards.  Robert Posey, Program Manager, reported that staff had received comments and conducted a town hall meeting to address the concerns raised regarding the adoption of new state standards.  Staff incorporated CFR’s in the scoping section for; safe harbor; and technical sections 3, 4, 6, and 9. Mr. Posey and staff answered questions from the Committee.  Committee member Todd Gritch, seconded by Andrew Combs, made a motion to recommend adoption of the 2012 Texas Accessibility Standards with the proposed amendments.  The motion passed by unanimous vote.    
Presiding Officer, Philip Pearce moved to agenda item H. Discussion and possible recommendations regarding adoption of amendments to existing rules at 16 Texas Administrative Code, Chapter 68, §§ 68.10, 68.30, 68.31, 68.50, 68.65, 68.74, 68.76, 68.80, 68.101, and 68.102 and the proposed repeal of rules at §§68.103 and 68.104.  Robert Posey, Program Manager, presented the proposed rules and public comments, as well as staff response to the public comments.  Mr. Posey and staff responded to questions from the Committee regarding the responsibilities of the Registered Accessibility Specialists.  The Committee heard public comment from David Lancaster with the Texas Society of Architects. Committee member Rob Roy Parnell, seconded by Andrew Combs, made a motion to recommend adoption of the proposed rules as presented with a suggestion offered by Committee member Todd Gritch to have staff develop some FAQ’s on the requirements of a RAS.  The motion passed by unanimous vote.  
Presiding Officer, Philip Pearce moved to agenda item J. Recommendations for agenda items for next meeting.  The Committee decided to place the following items on the next agenda: an update from Work Group C; and an update on the Commission action on the proposed rules. 
Presiding Officer, Philip Pearce moved to agenda item K. Discussion of date, time and location of next meeting. The Committee did not set a date for the next meeting.
Presiding Officer, Philip Pearce moved to agenda item O. Adjournment.  The meeting adjourned at 11:05 a.m.
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