


AIR CONDITIONING AND REFRIGERATION CONTRACTORS
ADVISORY BOARD MEETING
Meeting of January 11, 2012
North Campus Meeting Room, 1st Floor Public Meeting Room
1106 Clayton Lane - Austin, Texas

Summary of Minutes

	Presiding Officer, David Munoz called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. 

	Members present were David Munoz, Neal Baker, Patrick Kiley, Richard Vrana, Vance Wright, David Logan, and Michael Rosenberg.  A roll call verified that a quorum was present.  

	Presiding Officer David Munoz moved to agenda item C, Approval of minutes – November 9, 2011.  David Logan, seconded by Vance Wright, moved to approve the minutes as presented.  The motion was passed by unanimous vote.

	Presiding Officer David Munoz moved to agenda item D, Training for Board members. Wendy Pellow, Assistant General Counsel, provided an overview of the Open Meetings Act requirements, the Public Information Act’s requirements for open records, and the Administrative Procedures Act as it relates to the form and function of the Advisory Board.     

	Presiding Officer David Munoz moved to agenda item E, Public Comment.  Two persons signed up for public comment, but did not speak at this time.  

			Presiding Officer David Munoz moved to agenda item F, Staff Reports.  Brian Francis, Deputy Executive Director, and agency staff gave reports and answered questions from the Board.

		Presiding Officer David Munoz moved to agenda item G, Discussion and possible recommendation on the proposed rules at 16 Texas Administrative Code, Chapter 75, §75.20 and §75.21 regarding the air conditioning and refrigeration program, to implement House Bill 2643, 82nd Legislature, Regular Session (2011).  Wendy Pellow, Assistant General Counsel, presented the history of the proposed rules and outlined the changes suggested to meet the statutory requirements.  Board member Vance Wright, seconded by Richard Vrana, made a motion to recommend adoption of recommended changes to the proposed rules to be taken to the Commission for their consideration.  The motion passed by a unanimous vote in favor.

	Presiding Officer David Munoz moved to agenda item H, Work Group Reports and Discussion.  The Enforcement Work Group and the 	Continuing Education Work Group had not met.  The Technology Work Group regarding Smart Home Automation Systems consists of members Michael Rosenberg, Richard Vrana and David Munoz.  Mr. Rosenberg gave a report that the work group met and came to the conclusion that Smart Home Automation System installation required licensure as an air conditioning contractor.  The work group requested that staff explore the requirement.  

	Presiding Officer David Munoz moved to agenda item I, Discussion regarding energy audits and air conditioning and refrigeration contracting.   David Munoz introduced the new industry as presenting a challenge to the AC contractors.  The Board engaged in discussions on the energy audits moving into the function of air conditioning contractors.  Chairman Denton urged the Board to focus on consumer protection.  The Board heard public comment from C.T. Loyd, Todd McAllister and Maci McDaniel.  Staff requested that the industry provide some background information on the scope of work and best practices of other states.  Staff agreed to explore this issue.  John Lain reported that staff implemented rules in 2011 to address this issue.  The Board formed a task group to address this issue; members are David Logan, Neal Baker and Richard Vrana.   

	Presiding Officer David Munoz moved to agenda item J, Discussion regarding home inspections and air conditioning and refrigeration contracting.    David Munoz reported that he asked for this item to be addressed because home inspectors, who inspect all required areas of a home, are inspecting equipment that they are not fully qualified to inspect and may be causing harm to home owners. 

	Presiding Officer David Munoz moved to agenda item K, Recommendations for agenda items for next meeting.  The Board decided to place Work Group/Task Group reports, penalty matrix review and home energy audits on the next agenda.

	Presiding Officer David Munoz moved to agenda item L, Discussion of date, time, and location of next meeting.  The Board decided to hold the next meeting April 4, 2012. 

	Presiding Officer David Munoz moved to agenda item M, Adjournment.  Presiding Officer David Munoz adjourned the meeting at 10:59 a.m. 



	_____________________________________________
	David Munoz, Presiding Officer
Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractors Advisory Board
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