ADVISORY BOARD ON BARBERING

Meeting of April 26, 2010
North Campus Building, 1st Floor Public Meeting Room

1106 Clayton Lane, Austin, Texas

Summary of Minutes

Presiding Officer, Linda Connor called the meeting to order at 9:18 a.m.

Presiding Officer, Linda Connor called roll.  Board members present were Linda Connor, Ronald Brown, Jimmy Johnson, Melina M. Messick, and Jenny Grisham.  A quorum was present.  
Presiding Officer, Linda Connor moved to agenda item C., Approval of minutes – Meeting of January 12, 2009.  Board member, Ron Brown made a motion to accept the minutes as presented.  Board member, Jimmy Johnson seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a unanimous vote in favor. 
Presiding Officer, Linda Connor moved to agenda item D., Public Comment.  The Board heard public comment from Dean Hudson, outgoing Board member, through a letter, and from Steven Ferrell, Joe Sheppard, Joe Shirley, Sylvester Iwotor, J.D. Edwards, Broderick James, Kevin, Lane, and Juan Garcia.

Presiding Officer, Linda Connor moved to agenda item E., Nomination and vote for vice-chair.  The Board passed this item to a future agenda.  
Presiding Officer, Linda Connor moved to agenda item F.1, Staff Reports, Executive Office. Executive Director, Bill Kuntz reported on the strategic planning process, comments received regarding the barbering industry, a letter from Representative Menendez regarding crossover training for cosmetologists to become barbers, and response to public comment on criminal conviction restrictions to licensing, to be addressed through a pre-determination letter which can be requested prior to entering a school.

Presiding Officer, Linda Connor moved to agenda item F.2, Staff Reports, Compliance Division.  Program Specialist, Margie Weaver provided statistics, reported on attendance at industry shows, updating of the inspections manual, and staff training.
Presiding Officer, Linda Connor moved to agenda item F.3, Staff Reports, Education and Examination Division.  Division Director, Don Dudley provided exam statistic and reported that 70% of applicants receive a license within 30 days of completing the requirements.  Mr. Dudley answered questions from the Board regarding tracking the current school enrollment.  
Presiding Officer, Linda Connor moved to agenda item F.4, Staff Reports, Enforcement Division.  Staff Attorney, Chris Funderburg provided enforcement statistics and reported on response to complaints.  Enforcement is working with Compliance to improve forms and to clarify the difference between an inspection and an investigation.  Bill Kuntz, Executive Director reported on the staff’s response to recent false inspections conducted in Houston.  Mr. Funderburg answered questions from the Board regarding penalties assessed. 
Presiding Officer, Linda Connor moved to agenda item F.5, Staff Reports, Licensing Division.  Program Specialist, Joyce Hennington provided the licensing statistics, highlighting the increase in the number of barbers this fiscal year.  Ms. Hennington answered questions from the Board regarding the number of barbers in rural areas.  

Presiding Officer, Linda Connor moved to agenda item G., Task force or work group to address the decrease in the number of barbers and propose possible solutions.  Presiding Officer, Linda Connor reported that the Task Force met three times with staff and industry and discussed options for increasing the number of barbers.  Ms. Connor reported that additional meetings would be necessary.    

Presiding Officer, Linda Connor moved to agenda item H., Discussion and presentation on sanitation requirements for foot spa liners in other states.  Program Specialist, Margie Weaver reported that 13 states had provided data in response to a request for sanitation practices for foot spas.   The majority of the states reporting allow the use of foot spa liners, but maintain the requirements for disinfection and cleaning logs.
Presiding Officer, Linda Connor moved to agenda item I., Discussion regarding the comments received at Barber external brainstorming session and through online survey.  Deputy Executive Director, Brian Francis presented the focus group comments and highlighted the discussion points as: barber teacher timeline; apprenticeship; instructor qualifications; and dual licenses.  The Board heard public comment from Sylvester Iwotor, Kevin Lane, Joe Shirley, Broderick James, Juan Garcia, and Joe Shirley.  Mr. Francis reported that the chief issues for barbers are licensing opportunities and increasing the number of schools.  Mr. Francis suggested that the work group think outside the box for educational opportunities and review other states’ licensing requirements. 

Presiding Officer, Linda Connor moved to agenda item J., Discussion and possible recommendation regarding the pass rate of the Barber Examination.  Education and Examination Division Director, Don Dudley offered himself as a staff resource witness for the Board’s questions.  The Board asked questions about the test and availability to take the test.  
.
Presiding Officer, Linda Connor moved to agenda item K., Discussion and possible recommendation on proposed rule language regarding dual shop advertisements and signage requirements.  Assistant General Counsel, Lynn Latombe provided an overview of the draft rule language.  The Board heard public comment from Joe Shirley and Joe Sheppard.  The Board discussed the draft rules and directed staff to make changes and present them at a future meeting.

  Presiding Officer, Linda Connor moved to agenda item L., Discussion regarding the use of guarded razors for trimming.  Assistant General Counsel, Lynn Latombe provided background for this agenda item and reported that this matter is currently in litigation both at State Office of Administrative Hearings and in District Court.  Presiding Officer, Linda Connor requested that staff clear up the Department’s position on this matter.  Ms. Latombe provided an explanation of the Department’s position on Cosmetologists shaving with a guarded razor or a safety razor. 
  Presiding Officer, Linda Connor moved to agenda item M., Recommendations for agenda items for next meeting.  The Board decided to place the following items on the next meeting agenda: selection of a vice chair, Task Force Report on increasing the number of barbers, dual licenses rules language, cosmetology cross over licensing, research on alternative licensing requirements from other states, and outcomes of external brainstorming session.   
Presiding Officer, Linda Connor moved to agenda item N., Discussion of date, time, and location of next Board meeting.  The Board decided to hold the next meeting in late June or early July 2010.
Presiding Officer, Linda Connor moved to agenda item O., Adjournment.  Presiding Officer, Linda Connor adjourned the meeting at 12:49 p.m.
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