

LICENSED BREEDERS ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING
Meeting of January 4, 2012
1106 Clayton Lane - Room 125 E - Austin, Texas

Summary of Minutes

Presiding Officer Gayle Latham called the meeting to order at 9:32 a.m.	
			
Presiding Officer Gayle Latham moved to agenda item B. Roll Call, Certification of Quorum, and Introductions. Committee members present were Gayle Latham, Richard Cordes, Maggie Dahl, Babette Ellis, Steve Epperson, Sherry Ferguson, Larry Munchrath, Paul O’Neill, and Lori Teller.  A quorum was present. 		 

Presiding Officer Gayle Latham moved to agenda item C. Approval of the minutes – Meeting of December 7, 2011.  Committee member Richard Cordes made a motion to approve the minutes, Committee member Babette Ellis seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a unanimous vote in favor.

Presiding Officer Gayle Latham moved to agenda item E. Staff Reports.  Bill Kuntz, Executive Director introduced the Commission Chairman, Frank Denton, thanked the Committee for their diligent work and reported that due to the short time between meetings staff reports would be limited.  Compliance, Lee Parham, Program Manager, reported on the workgroup meetings and the discussions with the USDA staff members regarding training.  Enforcement, Melissa Kangerga, Prosecutor, gave overview of report supplied.  Licensing, Tarsha Redd, reported there is no update at this time.  

Presiding Officer Gayle Latham moved to agenda item D. Public Comment.  The Board heard public comment from Skip Trimble, Nicole Paquette and Cili Hollaway.				

Presiding Officer Gayle Latham moved to agenda item F. Discussion and report on Work Groups meetings.   The Committee agreed to discuss the work group decisions while going through the agenda rule items.

Presiding Officer Gayle Latham moved to agenda item G., Discussion and possible recommendation on the proposed rules to implement House Bill 1451, 82nd Legislature, Regular Session (2011), Licensed Breeders program.  Charles Johnson, Assistant General Counsel explained the rule making process and the advisory committee’s impact on the rulemaking.  Mr. Johnson provided a section by section review of the rules and answered questions for the Committee.  

Section 91.10(19) regarding wire mesh flooring of animal cages.  Committee member Sherry Ferguson made a motion to amend the definition of §91.10(19) regarding wire mesh flooring of animal cages.  Committee chair Gayle Latham seconded the motion.  The Committee discussed the motion.  The motion passed with a vote of 4 – 3.  The two licensed breeder committee members opposed this change.  Staff pointed out that a cost analysis was required under the statute in order to make this change.  

Mr. Johnson reported on changes to sections 91.23, 91.24, 91.25, 91.30, 91.50, 91.52, 91.54, 91.55, 91.77, 91.80, 91.103, 91.104 (9)(1)(a), 91.104(a)(1)(B)(xii), 91.113 and 91.200.  The changes were minimal and supported by all Committee members.  

Committee member Babette Ellis made a motion to include language that requires a photo ID for inspection purposes in §91.40.  Committee member Sherry Ferguson seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a unanimous vote in favor.  The two licensed breeder committee members supported this motion.  

Committee member Maggie Dalh made a motion to remove the term “severe” as a description of the inspection from §91.53(d).  Committee member Babette Ellis seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a vote of 5 – 0.  Committee member Sherry Ferguson abstained and Committee member Lori Teller was away from the dias.  The two licensed breeder committee members opposed this motion.

Committee member Paul O’Neill made a motion to strike §91.56(c).  Committee member Maggie Dahl seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a vote of 5 – 2.  The two licensed breeder committee members opposed the motion.  

Presiding Officer Gayle Latham adjourned for a break at 11:10 a.m.  The Committee readjourned at 11:32 a.m.

The work group suggested removing the requirement to maintain a tempature “for more than 4 consecutive hours” in §91.101(a) and all other pertinent sections.  As a result this section was removed throughout the rules.  Committee member Lori Teller made a motion to add a clause to §91.101(a) and all other pertinent sections, requiring the breeder to make the best effort to maintain the necessary temperatures.  Committee member Babette Ellis seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a unanimous vote in favor.  The two licensed breeder committee members supported this motion.  

Committee member Maggie Dahl made a motion to modify the language in §91.102(d) to include “the shelter structures must be large enough to allow each animal to sit, stand and lie in a normal manner and to turn about freely without any part of its body coming in contact with any shelter wall”.  Committee member Sherry Ferguson seconded the motion.  The motion failed with a vote of 3 – 4.  The two licensed breeder committee members opposed this motion.  

Committee member Sherry Ferguson presented information with a handout on wire mesh flooring.  Committee member Paul O’Neill made a motion to grandfather wire mesh flooring currently in use into §91.104.  Committee member Richard Cordes seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a vote of 4 – 3.   The two licensed breeder committee members abstained.

Presiding Officer Gayle Latham adjourned for lunch at 12:50 p.m.  The Committee readjourned at 2:08 p.m.

Committee member Lori Teller made a motion to change the language in §91.104(a)(2)(H) to mirror the USDA requirements.  Committee member Babette Ellis seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a vote of 6 – 1.  The two licensed breeder committee members supported this motion. 

Committee member Richard Cordes made a motion to change the language in §91.104(a)(2)(F) to mirror the USDA requirements.  Committee member Paul O’Neill seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a vote of 4 – 3.  The two licensed breeder committee members supported this motion.

Committee member, Lori Teller made a motion to change the language in §91.106 to allow physical contact and exercise to run concurrently.  Committee member Paul O’Neill seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a unanimous vote in favor.  The two licensed breeder committee members supported the motion.  

Committee member Sherry Ferguson made a motion to change §91.109(a) the requirements for cleaning an animal cage in seconded Committee member Maggie Dahl seconded the motion.  The motion failed by a vote of   3 – 4.  The two licensed breeder committee members opposed the motion.  

Committee member Babette Ellis made a motion to include §91.110(b).  Committee member Lori Teller seconded the motion.  The motion passed by a unanimous vote in favor.  The two licensed breeder committee members supported the motion.  

Committee member Maggie Dahl made a motion to change §91.112(a) to require an annual hands on inspection by a veterinarian.  Committee member Lori Teller seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a vote of 5 – 2.  The two licensed breeder committee members opposed the motion.  

The Committee heard public comment from Skip Trimble, Nicole Paquette, Cile Holloway, Monica Hardy, and Elizabeth Choate.  

Committee member Lori Teller made a motion to request an Attorney General’s opinion to approve or modify the statute.  Committee member Maggie Dahl seconded the motion.  The motion failed with a vote of 3 – 4.  Licensed breeder committee member Steve Epperson opposed the motion.  Licensed breeder committee member Larry Munchrath supported the motion.  

Committee member Richard Cordes made a motion to recommend the proposed rules for publication in the Texas Register with the changes agreed to in this meeting.  Committee member Babette Ellis seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a unanimous vote in favor.  The two licensed breeder committee members supported the motion.  

Presiding Officer Gayle Latham moved to agenda item H. Recommendations for agenda items for next meeting.  The Committee decided to place Work Group reports and proposed rules on the next agenda.	

Presiding Officer Gayle Latham moved to agenda item I. Discussion of date, time, and location of next Committee meeting.  The Committee agreed to hold its next meeting in late February 2012. 	

Presiding Officer Gayle Latham moved to agenda item J. Adjournment. Gayle Latham, Presiding Officer adjourned the meeting at 4:16 p.m.				




________________________________________
Presiding Officer, Gayle Latham 
Licensed Breeders Advisory Committee
