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Summary of Minutes

Presiding Officer Steve Epperson called the meeting to order at 9:00a.m.	
			
Presiding Officer Steve Epperson moved to agenda item B. Roll Call, Certification of Quorum.  Committee members present were Steve Epperson, Dr. Richard Cordes, Babette Ellis, Natalie Lynch, Joseph Levine, Sherry Ferguson, and Kimberly Papke.  Committee member Paul O’Neill joined the meeting at 9:10 am. Committee member Melanie Mercer was absent.  A quorum was present. 		 

Presiding Officer Steve Epperson moved to agenda item C. Approval of the minutes – Meeting of July 30, 2013.  Committee member Dr. Richard Cordes made a motion to approve the minutes. Committee member Natalie Lynch seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a unanimous vote in favor.

Presiding Officer Steve Epperson moved to agenda item D. Training for Board Members. Assistant General Counsel, Charles Johnson, led the board members through a review and summary of the Open Meetings Act, Administrative Procedures Act, and the Public Information Act as it relates to the board members’ functions and duties.  

Presiding Officer Steve Epperson moved to agenda item E. Public Comment Video.  

Presiding Officer Steve Epperson moved to agenda item F. Public Comment. The Committee heard public comment from Daniel Beard.

Presiding Officer Steve Epperson moved to agenda item G.1. Staff Reports – Executive Office.  Bill Kuntz, Executive Director, informed the board of legislative changes including the transfer of programs from the Department of State Health Services, and the transfer of Driver Training programs from DPS and TEA.  Mr. Kuntz reported that the Department has increased its advisory board support to include an attorney and an additional Administrative Assistant; and moved school inspectors to the Education and Examination Division to allow Field Operations to focus on facility inspections.  

Presiding Officer Steve Epperson moved to agenda item G.2. Staff Reports – Compliance Division.  Russ Taulli, Program Specialist, reported that the Department did not receive any legislative changes for this program, and the division has served as a resource for the industry.  Mr. Taulli also reported that the annual reporting forms had been sent out to the industry. Mr. Taulli answered questions from the Board regarding contact information. 

Presiding Officer Steve Epperson moved to agenda item G.3. Staff Reports – Enforcement Division.  Karen Cox, Prosecutor, reported on division outreach efforts including monthly meetings with law enforcement.  Also reported on the enforcement process from intake to investigation to prosecution to SOAH.  Ms. Cox explained the difference in final orders and agreed orders.  Ms. Cox answered questions from the Board regarding unlicensed activity, USDA complaints, the collection of debts, the collection process and the retaliation complaint against a breeder by a breeder.  Ms. Cox provided the case highlights and answered questions from the Board on chronic unlicensed activities.  

Presiding Officer Steve Epperson moved to agenda item G.4. Staff Reports – Field Operations Division.  Tanya Gauthreaux, Director of Field Operations, reported on the route optimization program, new inspectors, the most common violations, and statistics.  

Presiding Officer Steve Epperson moved to agenda item G.5. Staff Reports – Licensing Division.  Tarsha Redd, Program Specialist, provided the statistics and answered questions from the Board regarding requirements for posting a license.  

Presiding Officer Steve Epperson moved to agenda item H. Recommendations for agenda items for next meeting.  The Committee requested that the following be placed on the next agenda: Investigator safety, annual meetings, lessons learned from cases, education campaigns for the public (advertising), training and tenure of inspectors, timing of inspections, and USDA inspections.     

Presiding Officer Steve Epperson moved to agenda item I. Discussion of date, time, and location of next Committee meeting.  The Committee agreed to hold the next meeting March 2016.

Presiding Officer Steve Epperson moved to agenda item J. Adjournment. Presiding Officer Steve Epperson adjourned the meeting at 11:19 a.m.				




________________________________________
Steve Epperson, Presiding Officer
Licensed Breeders Advisory Committee



