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Summary of Meeting Minutes


Presiding Officer, Ricardo Benavides called the meeting to order at 9:06 am.  

Presiding Officer, Ricardo Benavides moved to agenda item B. Roll Call, Certification of Quorum, and Introductions.  Board Members Ricardo Benavides, David Bruce, Blake Garrett, Kevin Knapp, Carlos Reyna, Nina Jo Saint, and Glenn Winningham were present.  Board Member Frances Gomez, Patricia Larke, and Cindi Jo Garrett were absent.  A quorum of the board was present.  

Presiding Officer Ricardo Benavides excused the absences of Frances Gomez and Cindi Jo Garrett and announced that Patricia Larke would be arriving late.

Presiding Officer, Ricardo Benavides moved to agenda item C.  Approval of the Minutes – November 19, 2015.  

Motion by Presiding Officer Ricardo Benavides, seconded by Carlos Reyna moved to approve the Minutes of November 19, 2015.  Motion passed unanimously.

Presiding Officer, Ricardo Benavides moved to agenda item D. Public Comment. Public comments were provided by Patrick Garrett with Driver Ed in a Box, who presented documentation to the Committee, and Marco Benavides, owner of PTDE Course.

Presiding Officer, Ricardo Benavides moved to agenda item E.1.  Staff Reports.  Executive Office.  Brian Francis, Deputy Executive Director presented the Executive Staff reports and reported on the Overview of Executive Office; Update on Driver Training and Traffic Safety Program Transfer to TDLR; Overview of the Rule Making Process; and Contact Center Statistics and Operation.

Presiding Officer, Ricardo Benavides moved to agenda item E.2.   Compliance Division.  Kathy Phillips and Gaye Estes, Compliance Division Program Specialists, gave the Compliance Division report and reported on Staff and Program Updates; Projects; Public Outreach and Key Statistics – Fiscal Year 2016.

Presiding Officer, Ricardo Benavides moved to agenda item E.3.   Education and Examination Division.  Cari Hodges, Program Specialist with the Education and Examination Division presented the staff report and updated the Committee on Staff and Program Updates; Schools Statistics; and Update on Inspection Process and answered questions from the Committee. 

Presiding Officer, Ricardo Benavides moved to agenda item E.4.   Enforcement Division.  Robert Rennich, Prosecutor, Enforcement Division presented the Enforcement Division report and updated the Committee on Projects and Key Statistics – Fiscal Year 2016 and answered questions from the Committee.

Presiding Officer, Ricardo Benavides moved to agenda item E.5.   Licensing Division.  Chloe Adkins, Program Specialist, Licensing Division, presented the staff report and updated the Committee on Key Statistics – Fiscal Year 2016 and answered questions from the Committee.
Presiding Officer, Ricardo Benavides moved to agenda item F. Discussion and possible action to recommend approval of the criminal conviction guidelines.  Christina Kaiser, Director of the Enforcement Division, presented the criminal conviction guidelines and thanked the Committee Members who were on the workgroup for criminal conviction guidelines; and answered questions from the Committee.  

Motion by Presiding Officer Ricardo Benavides, seconded by Blake Garrett to approve the criminal conviction guidelines with the two changes that were made and to present them to the Commission for adoption.  Motion passes unanimously.

The Committee recessed at 10:21 a.m.
The Committee reconvened at 10:37 a.m.

Presiding Officer, Ricardo Benavides moved to agenda item G. Discussion and possible recommendation regarding the following work group reports and activities which consist of the work groups’ evaluation of 16 TAC, Chapter 84, the rules for the Driver Education and Safety program:  

1.	Driver Training and Driving Safety Schools, Instructors - duties include operations, inspections, license renewal requirement, standards of conduct
2.	CE, Curriculum and Course Providers - approval standards, hours for CE, guidelines for alternative delivery courses, and all other educational matters
3.	Enforcement/Compliance - criminal conviction guidelines, penalty matrix and all other enforcement matters

Cari Hodges provided the Committee with the proposed workgroup reports and rules, and answered questions from the Committee.

Presiding Officer, Ricardo Benavides moved to agenda item H. Recommendations for agenda items for next Committee meeting:  Staff Reports, workgroup discussion, outreach efforts, Parent-taught on-line process, and an update on the Strategic Planning sessions. 

Committee member Patricia Larke joined the dais at 11:35 a.m.

Presiding Officer, Ricardo Benavides moved to agenda item I. Discussion of date, time, and location of next Committee meeting.  The Committee agreed to hold the next meetings on April 21, 2016, June 30, 2016, and September 1, 2016.  All meetings will start at 9:00 a.m. 

Presiding Officer, Ricardo Benavides moved to agenda item J. Adjournment.  The meeting was adjourned at 11:37 a.m. 
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