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Summary of Meeting Minutes


Presiding Officer, Ricardo Benavides called the meeting to order at 9:16 a.m.  

Presiding Officer, Ricardo Benavides moved to agenda item B. Roll Call, Certification of Quorum, and Introductions.  Board Members Ricardo Benavides, David Bruce, Blake Garrett, Kevin Knapp, Nina Jo Saint, Frances Gomez, and Glenn Winningham were present.  Board Member Patricia Larke, was absent.  A quorum of the board was present.  

Motion by Board Member Nina Jo Saint, seconded by Glen Winningham to approve the absence of Dr. Patricia Larke.  Motion passes unanimously.

Presiding Officer Ricardo Benavides informs the public that Board Members Carlos Reyna and Cindy Jo Garrett are running late.

Presiding Officer, Ricardo Benavides moved to agenda item C.  Approval of the Minutes – February 25, 2016.  

Motion by Kevin Knapp, seconded by Glenn Winningham, moved to approve the Minutes of February 25, 2016.  Motion passed unanimously.

Presiding Officer, Ricardo Benavides moved to agenda item D. Public Comment.  Patrick Garrett with Driver Ed in a Box, presented documentation to the Committee and asked that every school be consistent with the requirements submitted to TDLR and be fair across the board; Jeff Adams, Cypress Driving School, commented on certificates for course 101 and suggested that all rules for schools should  abide by parent-taught licensees and spoke about refunds; Charles Laws, owner, Driving by Laws, spoke on legislative intent issues and submitted documentation to the Committee; Tom Pennington spoke about contracts and asked that contracts have a beginning and an ending time and drive-time.   Eric Givilance, owner of Roadworthy Driving Academy, an on-line provider, spoke on accountability with all schools and parent-taught course providers, wants consistency across the board and asked that it be in the proposed rules. 

Executive Director, Bill Kuntz arrives at 9:32 a.m.
Committee Members Carlos Reyna and Cindi Jo Garrett arrive at 9:35 a.m.

Presiding Officer, Ricardo Benavides moved to agenda item E.2.   Compliance Division.  Kathy Phillips, Compliance Division Program Specialists, gave the Compliance Division report and reported on Staff and Program Updates; Projects; Public Outreach and Statistics and answered questions from the Committee.

Presiding Officer, Ricardo Benavides moved to agenda item E.3.   Education and Examination Division.  Cari Hodges, Program Specialist with the Education and Examination Division presented the staff report and updated the Committee on Staff and Program Updates; Schools Statistics; and Update on Inspection Process and informs the Committee of the new program packet that has been prepared with the help from TDLR employees and answered questions from the Committee. 

Presiding Officer, Ricardo Benavides moved to agenda item E.4.   Enforcement Division.  Robert Rennich, Prosecutor, Enforcement Division presented the Enforcement Division report and updated the Committee on Projects and Statistics, Criminal Conviction guidelines are now in process and answered questions from the Committee.

Presiding Officer, Ricardo Benavides moved to agenda item E.5.   Licensing Division.  Chloe Adkins, Program Specialist, Licensing Division, presented the staff report and updated the Committee on Statistics and answered questions from the Committee.
Presiding Officer, Ricardo Benavides moved to agenda item E.1.  Staff Reports.  Executive Office.  Bill Kuntz, Executive Director and Brian Francis, Deputy Executive Director presented the Executive Staff reports and reported on Update on the transfer of the Driver Training and Traffic Safety Program to TDLR; Overview of the Rule Making Process; Contact Center Statistics and Operations; Overview of the Strategic Planning Sessions; and Presentations, Outreach, and Meetings with Constituent Groups of the House Committee on Homeland Security and Public Safety Hearing of March 29, 2016 and answered questions from the Committee.

Break at 10:20 a.m
Reconvene at 10:41 a.m.

Brian Francis, Deputy Executive Director commended Nina Jo Saint for attending 4 Strategic Planning Sessions and commended her for being a great asset to TDLR and her expertise in the driver education program.  He also announced that Kevin Knapp was a new grandpa.  Also announced that Executive Director Bill Kuntz will be retiring the end of August.

Presiding Officer, Ricardo Benavides moved to agenda item F. Discussion and possible action on the strategy for reorganization of administrative rules for 16 TAC Chapter 84, including a recommended outline of the Chapter.  Deputy General Counsel, Della Lindquist informs the Committee that three agencies got together and have been working on a goal to combine the rules to make them work better and more efficient. She commended the work group and Cari Hodges on working together on the regulation part and curriculum and putting the pieces together to make them work.  She suggested that the Committee work on the rule making in two phases; first work on the regulation part and leave the curriculum section for the second phase.  Kevin Knapp likes the concept but doesn’t like the time-line.  Brian Francis informed the Committee that they would like to have a Summit discussion on curriculum in August for the Committee, TDLR staff and the industry.  Nina Jo Saint would like TDLR to invite traffic safety related state agencies to the Summit. Della Lindquist proposed the proposed outline of Chapter 84 Rule Structure and answers questions from the Committee.

Motion by Kevin Knapp, seconded by Cindi Jo Garrett to allow TDLR to move forward with the concept as presented.  Motion passes unanimously.

Presiding Officer, Ricardo Benavides moved to agenda item G. Discussion and overview of the following work groups’ evaluation of 16 TAC, Chapter 84, the rules for the Driver Education and Safety program:  

1.	Driver Training and Driving Safety Schools, Instructors - duties include operations, inspections, license renewal requirement, standards of conduct
2.	CE, Curriculum and Course Providers - approval standards, hours for CE, guidelines for alternative delivery courses, and all other educational matters
3.	Enforcement/Compliance - criminal conviction guidelines, penalty matrix and all other enforcement matters

Cari Hodges provided the Committee with the proposed work group reports and rules, and answered questions from the Committee.

	Presiding Officer, Ricardo Benavides moved to agenda item H. Discussion regarding the parent-taught on-line process. Kevin Knapp informs the Committee that this item has been resolved.

Presiding Officer, Ricardo Benavides moved to agenda item I. Recommendations for agenda items for next Committee meeting:   Staff reports, external presentations, Cari Hodges’ progress with her course, re-aligned version of the rules, 

Presiding Officer, Ricardo Benavides moved to agenda item J. Discussion of date, time, and location of next Committee meeting.  The Committee agreed to hold the next meetings on July 12, 2016, and September 22, 2016.  Summit Meeting is scheduled for August 25, 2016.  All meetings will start at 9:00 a.m. 

Presiding Officer, Ricardo Benavides moved to agenda item J. Adjournment.  The meeting was adjourned at 11:26 a.m. 


					__________________________________________
					Ricardo Benavides, Presiding Officer
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