


DRIVER TRAINING AND TRAFFIC SAFETY 
 ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING
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North Campus, 1st Floor Public Meeting Room #125E
1106 Clayton Lane, Austin, Texas


Summary of Meeting Minutes


Presiding Officer, Ricardo Benavides, called the meeting to order at 10:04 a.m.  

Presiding Officer, Ricardo Benavides, moved to agenda item B. Roll Call, Certification of Quorum, and Introductions.  Committee Members, Ricardo Benavides, Michael Kelley, Nina Jo Saint, Carlos Reyna, Glenn Winningham, Sam Webb, Victoria Barroso and David Bruce were present.  Board Members, Committee Members, Frances Gomez, Kevin Knapp and Blake Garrett were absent.  A quorum of the board was present.  

Committee Member, Ricardo Benavides, second by Sam Webb, made a motion to excuse the absence of Frances Gomez, Kevin Knapp, and Blake Garrett.  Motion passed unanimously.

Presiding Officer, Ricardo Benavides, moved to agenda item C., Training for Committee Members: (1) Open Meetings Act; (2) Public Information Act; (3) Administrative Procedures Act.  Assistant General Counsel, Mark Gladney presented the training for the Committee on the Open Meetings Act, Public Information Act and Administrative Procedures Act.

Presiding Officer, Ricardo Benavides, moved to agenda item D., Approval of the Minutes – August 29, 2018.  Committee Member, Carlos Reyna, seconded by David Bruce, made a motion to approve the Minutes of August 29, 2018. Committee Member, Michael Kelley, abstained.  Motion passed with eight ayes and one abstaining. 

Presiding Officer, Ricardo Benavides, moved to agenda item E., Public Comment.  Comments from: Bill Blasingame with Fast & Easy Defensive Driving and Patrick Barrett with Driver Ed in a Box/Collision Free Driver Ed.

Presiding Officer, Ricardo Benavides, moved to agenda item F1., Staff Reports.  Licensing Division. Jacqueline Rollins, Program Specialist, presented the Licensing Division report.  

Presiding Officer, Ricardo Benavides, moved to agenda item F2., Customer Service Division. Nick Voinis, Chief of Staff, presented the report for Customer Service Division. 

Presiding Officer, Ricardo Benavides, moved to agenda item F3., Enforcement Division.  Aaron Heath, Prosecutor in Enforcement, presented the Enforcement Division Report and answered questions from the Committee. 

Presiding Officer, Ricardo Benavides, moved to agenda item F4., Education and Examination Division.  Angela Schmidt, Team Lead, and Michael “Ford” Strawn, Program Specialist, for E&E, presented the staff report for the E & E Division and reported on Statistics and introduced Kayla Potter.  

Presiding Officer, Ricardo Benavides, moved to agenda item F5., Field Inspections.  Julianne Crocker, Program Specialist for Field Inspections presented the report. 

Presiding Officer, Ricardo Benavides, moved to agenda item F6., Executive Office. Brian Francis, Executive Director, and Nick Voinis, Chief of Staff, presented the report for the Executive Office and reported on Legislative Appropriations Request, 2019-2023 Strategic plan and recent developments.

Presiding Officer, Rick Benavides asked for a break at 11:04 a.m. and reconvened at 11:20 a.m. 
Presiding Officer, Ricardo Benavides, moved to agenda item G., Update on SB30, Community Safety Education Act, Update on SB1051, ASL Driver Education Course, and Update on E-Certificate Implementation pursuant to SB848 and HB912.  Angela Schmidt, Michael Ford Strawn and Ray Pizarro, Director of E&E, presented the updates on SB30, SB1051, SB848 and HB912 and answered questions from the Committee.  Ray Pizarro, Director of Education and Examination informs the Committee that the Community Safety Act video is available to download on the website and the implementation for providers to be done by February 1. 

	Presiding Officer, Ricardo Benavides, moved to agenda item H., Discussion and possible recommendation for adoption of proposed rule amendments to 16 Texas Administrative Code, Chapter 84, Subchapter K, §§84.300 - 84.302, to reduce program fees. This agenda item includes discussion of the public comments received on the proposed amendments.  Assistant General Counsel, Mark Gladney, presented the proposed rule amendments regarding fees and informed the Committee that the revised fee reduction will be published for 30 days public comments and will be brought back at the next meeting for discussion and recommendation.

Presiding Officer, Rick Benavides asked for a break at 12:31 p.m. and reconvened at 12:39 p.m. 
	Presiding Officer, Ricardo Benavides, moved to agenda item I., Discussion of amendments to 16 Texas Administrative Code, Chapter 84, Subchapter A, §84.2; Subchapter C, §§84.40, 84.41, and 84.44 - 84.46; Subchapter D, §§84.50 - 84.52; Subchapter E, §84.64; Subchapter F, §84.72; Subchapter G, 84.80 - 84.82, and 84.84; Subchapter J, 84.200; Subchapter M, §§84.500 - 84.507; and Subchapter N, §84.600 and §84.601. The proposed rules clarify requirements; provide general language clean-up; and modify curriculum requirements.  Assistant General Counsel, Mark Gladney introduced the proposed rule amendments to 16 Texas Administrative Code, Chapter 84, Subchapter A.  Comments ensued from the workgroup members and the Committee. Carlos Reyna and Nina Jo Saint commended the staff for being receptive to the changes and public comments.  Mark Gladney and Della Lindquist informed the Committee that the rule amendments will be posted on the TDLR website for public view for 45 days and take any public comments before making formal publication. 

	Presiding Officer, Ricardo Benavides, moved to agenda item J., Discussion and possible appointment of advisory committee members to the following workgroups: Schools, Instructors; Enforcement/Compliance; and Rule Alignment.  Presiding Officer, Ricardo Benavides appointed the following members to fill the positions held by former Committee members:

Schools, Instructors Workgroup: Victoria Barroso.

Enforcement/Compliance Workgroup: Sam Webb

Rule Alignment Workgroup:  Michael Kelley

	Presiding Officer, Ricardo Benavides, moved to agenda item K., Recommendations for agenda items for next Committee meeting.   Staff Reports, fee reduction rules, Update on the 86th Legislative Session; Statistics from TxDOT on program conduct standards, look at POI for teen course and adult course.

	Presiding Officer, Ricardo Benavides, moved to agenda item L., Discussion of date, time, and location of next Committee meeting.  Next meeting date is Wednesday, February 13, 2019 at 10:00 a.m.

Presiding Officer, Ricardo Benavides, moved to agenda item M., Adjournment.  The meeting was adjourned at 1:01 p.m. 
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					Ricardo Benavides, Presiding Officer
					Driver Training and Traffic Safety Advisory Committee





