
   Electrical Safety and Licensing Advisory Board

Meeting of June 28, 2012
North Campus, 1st Floor Public Meeting Room

1106 Clayton Lane, Austin, Texas

Summary of Minutes


Presiding Officer Keith Bell called the meeting to order at 9:10 a.m.


Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item B, Roll Call and Certification of Quorum.  Board members Keith Bell, Brad Boyer, Randy Pomikahl, Mark Roach, and Eric Stromberg were present.  Board members David Adamson, Kenny Corbell, and Anthony Merritt were absent.  A quorum was present. 
Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item C, Approval of minutes – February 16, 2012.  Board member, Mark Roach, seconded by Brad Boyer, moved to approve the minutes as presented.  The motion passed by unanimous vote.
Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item D, Public Comment.  The Board heard public comments from Bob Bowne with Bowne Electric and Jay Brown with the Texas Association of Builders.


Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item E, Staff Reports.  Executive Director, Bill Kuntz, reported on the agency’s Strategic Plan process and theme of “Smaller, Smarter Government”;  also that the agency is considering extending the recognition of military experience for licensure to the electrician program.  Jerry Daniel with the Compliance Division reported on unlicensed activity and the most common violations.  Don Dudley with the Education and Examination Division updated the Board on the examination development for maintenance electricians and residential wiremen.  Chris Funderburg with Enforcement provided the latest case statistics.  Lisa Houdek with Licensing reported the current licensing statistics.
Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item F, Work Group Reports.  There were no reports were given.  

Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item G, Electrical Sign Task Force Report on current issues.  Lonnie Stabler, with the Texas Sign Association, reported that there has been a drop in illegal activity; training for apprentice sign electricians; the need for more required hours of continuing education; and the suggestion that another license type be added to the program for “helper”.

Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item H, Discussion and possible recommendation on rules at 16 TAC Section 73, §§73.10, 73.51, 73.52, and 73.54 concerning supervision of licensees.  Eric Stromberg, seconded by Brad Boyer, moved to recommend the Commission to publish the rules in the Texas Register.  The motion was passed by unanimous vote.

Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item I, Update on National Electrical Reciprocity Association agreements.  Lynn Latombe, Assistant General Counsel, reported North Carolina and Arkansas are interested in pursuing agreements for master electricians; and Arkansas, Idaho, Montana, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Wyoming have already entered into agreements for journeyman electricians.  We have an existing master electrician reciprocity agreement with Louisiana.

Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item J, Recommendations for agenda items for next meeting.  The Board requested the following items on its next agenda:  Minutes, Staff Reports, Workgroup Reports, Electrical Sign Task Force Report, update on reciprocal agreements, and discussion of comments concerning the supervision of licensees rule.

Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item K, Discussion of date, time, and location of next Board meeting.  The next Board meeting will be determined at a later date.  

Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item L, Adjournment.  Randy Pomikahl, seconded by Mark Roach, moved to adjourn.  The motion was passed by unanimous vote and the meeting was adjourned at 10:10 a.m.


________________________________


Keith Bell, Presiding Officer
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