   Electrical Safety and Licensing Advisory Board

Meeting of June 30, 2011
North Campus, 1st Floor Public Meeting Room

1106 Clayton Lane, Austin, Texas

Summary of Minutes


Presiding Officer Keith Bell called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m.


Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item B., Roll Call and Certification of Quorum.  Board members Keith Bell, Brad Boyer, Kenny Corbell, Eric Stromberg, Randy Pomikahl, and Mark Roach were present.  Board members David Adamson and Anthony Merritt were absent.  A quorum was present. 
Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item C., Approval of minutes – May 26, 2010.  Board member, Randy Pomikahl, seconded by Brad Boyer, moved to approve the minutes as presented.  The motion passed by unanimous vote.

Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item E., Staff Reports.  Executive Director, Bill Kuntz, reported on HB 1625 by Brown; SB 1630 by Birdwell; and additional legislative issues affecting the industry.  Jerry Daniel provided the Compliance Division report.  Don Dudley provided the Education and Examination staff report.  Robert Musemeche provided the Enforcement report.  Lisa Houdek provided the Licensing report.
Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item F., Update and discussion on legislation from the 82nd Legislature impacting the electrical industry.  There was no further discussion on the Legislative changes.
Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item D., Public Comment.  The Board heard public comment from Butch Hass and Robert Jones.

Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item G., Work Group Reports.  Presiding Officer Keith Bell reported that the work group meetings had taken place and a report was given by Presiding Officer, Keith Bell.  Board and staff discussed the proposed rule changes.  

Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item H., Electrical Sign Task Force Report on current issues.  Lonnie Stabler, with the Texas Sign Association, provided a written report and reported on legislative, municipal, advisory board and statewide issues.

Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item I., Discussion and possible recommendation on changes to Texas Administrative Code §73.100 implementing the adoption of 2011 NEC.  Lynn Latombe, Assistant General Counsel, reported that the rules were published in the Texas Register and received no comments.  Board member, Brad Boyer, seconded by Eric Stromberg, made a motion to recommend adoption of the 2011 NEC.  The motion passed by unanimous vote. 


Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item J., Update on National Electrical Reciprocity Association agreements.  Lynn Latombe, Assistant General Counsel, reported on the agreements with Arkansas, New Mexico, Idaho and Wyoming.  Montana, New Hampshire and Oklahoma are considering the reciprocity agreement. The Board requested that staff contact neighboring states to work on agreements.  
Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item D., Public Comment.  The Board heard public comment from Phillip Lawhon, Alexis McCarthy, Karen Patterson, Paul Rohfs, Stanford Titlow, Lydell Toye, Robert Betz, Bill Jezek, and Lonnie Stabler.


Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item K., Discussion and possible recommendation on Texas Administrative Code Chapter 73; rule simplification initiative work product including definitions, licensing requirements, documentation of training, education, standards of conduct, and responsibilities of persons performing electrical work.  Presiding Officer Keith Bell outlined the rule adoption process and opened the rule review for discussion.  Deputy Executive Director Brian Francis thanked the Texas Sign Association for their comments and input on the rules.  Board member, Randy Pomikahl, seconded by Brad Boyer, made a motion to publish the proposed rules with the changes discussed at section 73.26(b) in the Texas Register.  The motion passed by a unanimous vote.  
Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item D., Public Comment.  The Board heard public comment from Robert Jones and Lonnie Stabler.


Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item L., Discussion on definitions in rule at Texas Administrative Code §73.10.  Presiding Officer Keith Bell suggested staff define a manufacturer and general contractor.  The Board engaged in discussion on the definitions.  This matter was sent to the work group for further review. 

Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item M., Discussion on statutory exemptions to Texas Occupations Code Chapter 1305 and 16 Texas Administrative Code Chapter 73.  There was no discussion.


Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item N., Recommendations for agenda items for next meeting.  The Board requested the following items on its next agenda:  Work Group Reports, Electric Sign Task Force Report, proposed rules and comments, an update on reciprocity agreements, and work group report on the definitions.

Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item O., Discussion of date, time, and location of next Board meeting.  The Board agreed to meet September 20, 2011, at 9:00 a.m. in Austin Texas.  

Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item P., Adjournment.  Presiding Officer Keith Bell adjourned the meeting at 11:52 a.m.


________________________________


Keith Bell, Presiding Officer
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