   Electrical Safety and Licensing Advisory Board

Meeting of November 7, 2013
North Campus, 1st Floor Public Meeting Room

1106 Clayton Lane, Austin, Texas

Summary of Minutes


Presiding Officer Keith Bell called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m.


Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item B, Roll Call and Certification of Quorum.  Board members Keith Bell, Brad Boyer, Michael Gremillion, Michael Northcutt, Randy Pomikahl, Mark Roach, John Sparrow, Gary Strouz, and Chris Wagner were present.  A quorum was present. 

Presiding Officer Keith Bell introduced new board members, John Sparrow and Chris Wagner.

Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item C, Approval of minutes – September 19, 2013.  Board member, Mark Roach, seconded by Randy Pomikahl, moved to approve the minutes as presented.  The motion passed by unanimous vote with Chris Wagner and John Sparrow abstaining.
Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item D, Public Comment.  There were no public comments.  
Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item E, Staff Reports. Brad Bowman, General Counsel, gave a brief report for the Executive Office and welcomed the new board members. Jerry Daniel provided a report on behalf of the Compliance Division. Ray Pizarro and Don Dudley provided a report on behalf of the Education and Examination Division. Molly Fudell provided a report on behalf of the Enforcement Division. Lisa Houdek provided a report on behalf of the Licensing Division.
Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item F, Work Group Reports. No workgroups had met and no workgroup reports were given.

Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item G, Electrical Sign Task Force Report on current issues.  There was no report.

Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item H, Update on National Electrical Reciprocity Association agreements. Lynn Latombe, Assistant General Counsel, reported that we currently have Master Electrician reciprocity agreements with Louisiana and North Carolina and Journeyman Electrician reciprocity agreements with Arkansas, Idaho, Montana, Nebraska, New Mexico, Oklahoma and Wyoming.  We now also have an agreement with South Dakota. 

Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item I, Discussion and possible recommendation regarding proposed rule amendments, new rules, and/or repeals at 16 Texas Administrative Code, Chapter 73, to implement House Bill 796, 83rd Legislature, Regular Session (2013), updating the technical requirements to the 2014 edition of the National Electric Code, and the Commission’s general rulemaking authority to administer the electrician’s program.  Lynn Latombe, Assistant General Counsel, presented the rules to the Board.  Brad Boyer, seconded by Gary Strouz, moved to recommend posting the rules for public comment in the Texas Register including the amendments discussed (deletion of §73.24(d)). The motion was passed by unanimous vote.  

Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item J, Discussion and possible recommendation on proposed amendments to 16 Texas Administrative Code, Section 73.80, including reducing fees based on the Department’s annual fee review.  Lynn Latombe, Assistant General Counsel, presented the rule to the Board. Mark Roach, seconded by Gary Strouz, moved to recommend posting the rule to the Texas Register. The motion was passed by unanimous vote.
Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item K, Recommendations for agenda items for next meeting. The Board requested the following items on its next agenda:  open meeting refresher, minutes, update on reciprocity, update from the sign task force, update on exam statistics, and staff reports.

Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item L, Discussion of date, time, and location of next Board meeting.  The next Board meeting date will be determined later for some time in November.  

Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item M, Adjournment.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:37 a.m.


________________________________


Keith Bell, Presiding Officer
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