
   Electrical Safety and Licensing Advisory Board

Meeting of November 16, 2011
North Campus, 1st Floor Public Meeting Room

1106 Clayton Lane, Austin, Texas

Summary of Minutes


Presiding Officer Keith Bell called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m.


Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item B., Roll Call and Certification of Quorum.  Board members Keith Bell, Brad Boyer, Kenny Corbell, Eric Stromberg, Randy Pomikahl, and Mark Roach were present.  Board members David Adamson and Anthony Merritt were absent.  A quorum was present. 
Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item C., Approval of minutes – June 30, 2011.  Board member, Mark Roach, seconded by Randy Pomikahl, moved to approve the minutes as presented.  The motion passed by unanimous vote.
Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item D., Public Comment.  The Board heard public comment from Joseph Garcia.


Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item E., Staff Reports.  Executive Director, Bill Kuntz, reported on the license population and the ratio of enforcement cases for the population, and on implementation status of matters affecting electricians such as military spouses and late late renewals.  Jerry Daniel provided the Compliance Division report.  Don Dudley provided the Education and Examination staff report.  Karen Cox provided the Enforcement report.  Lisa Houdek provided the Licensing report.
Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item F., Work Group Reports.  Administrative Rules Work Group: Board member Randy Pomikahl gave an overview of the meeting held on November 15, 2011, and reported that there are four issues remaining and that the group will meet again December 15, 2011, and requested Enforcement staff’s assistance.   No other work groups had met.  

Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item G., Electrical Sign Task Force Report on current issues.  Lonnie Stabler, with the Texas Sign Association, provided a report on legislative, municipal, advisory board and statewide issues.

Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item H., Discussion and possible recommendation on amended rules at 16 TAC §73.10 and 73.25 in accordance with HB 1625 and HB 1630 of the 82nd Legislature, Regular Session (2011).  Lynn Latombe, Assistant General Counsel, outlined the proposed rules that were published in the Texas Register and reported that no comments were received.  Board member, Mark Roach, seconded by Eric Stromberg, made a motion to recommend to approve the rules.  The motion passed by unanimous vote. 

Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item I., Update on National Electrical Reciprocity Association agreements.  Lynn Latombe, Assistant General Counsel, reported that the reciprocity agreement with New Mexico was signed and received by the Department.   The agreement with New Hampshire is still pending. 

Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item J., Discussion and possible recommendation on amended rules at 16 Texas Administrative Code Chapter 73, §§73.10, 73.20, 73.26, 73.51, 73.52, 73.53, 73.54, 73.60, 73.65, 73.70, 73.80 in regard to rule simplification.  Lynn Latombe, Assistant General Counsel, provided an overview of the changes suggested by the Board and reported on one comment received.  Ms. Latombe reported that four items were unresolved by the work group.  The Board discussed the proposed rules.  Board member, Randy Pomikahl, seconded by Mark Roach, made a motion to recommend to approve the rules.  The motion passed by unanimous vote. 


Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item K., Recommendations for agenda items for next meeting.  The Board requested the following items on its next agenda:  Work Group Reports, proposed rules, and an update on reciprocity agreements.

Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item L., Discussion of date, time, and location of next Board meeting.  The Board agreed to meet January 20, 2012, at 9:00 a.m. in Austin, Texas.  

Presiding Officer Keith Bell moved to agenda item M., Adjournment.  Presiding Officer Keith Bell adjourned the meeting at 10:21 a.m.


________________________________


Keith Bell, Presiding Officer
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