
ELEVATOR ADVISORY BOARD
Meeting of March 21, 2012
E.O. Thompson Building, 7th Floor Public Meeting Room

920 Colorado Street, Austin, Texas

Summary of Minutes

Presiding Officer, Bryan Morris called the meeting of the Elevator Advisory Board to order at 1:03 p.m.  

Presiding Officer, Bryan Morris called roll.  Members present were Bryan Morris, Scott Anderson, Nancy Crumley, John McGraw, Ronnie Niemtschk, and Greg Tamez.  Absent:  Grayson Gill, Mel Roberson, and Ronald Menard.  A quorum was present.

Presiding Officer, Bryan Morris moved to agenda item C., Approval of minutes – Meeting of February 15, 2012.  Board member, Nancy Crumley, seconded by John McGraw, made a motion to accept the minutes as presented.  Board member, Greg Tamez made a note that public comment was offered later in the meeting and requested that the minutes be changed accordingly.  The motion passed with a unanimous vote in favor.

Presiding Officer, Bryan Morris moved to agenda item D., Public Comment.  There was no public comment.
Presiding Officer, Bryan Morris moved to agenda item E., Staff Reports – Briefing from Staff and discussion.  Executive Office:  Bill Kuntz, Executive Director, reported that in response to recent elevator accidents the Department is streamlining its crisis management.  Compliance Division - Chief Elevator Inspector, Lawrence Taylor answered questions from the board in absence of a written report.  
Presiding Officer, Bryan Morris moved to agenda item F., Work Groups Reports and discussions.   There were no work group reports.  

Presiding Officer, Bryan Morris moved to agenda item G., Discussion and possible action on the repeal of existing rules at 16 Texas Administrative Code, Chapter 74, §§74.1, 74.10, 74.20, 74.25, 74.26, 74.30, 74.50, 74.55, 74.60, 74.65, 74.70, 74.75, 74.80, 74.85, 74.90, and 74.100; and the proposed new rules at §§74.1, 74.10, 74.20, 74.21, 74.22, 74.23, 74.24, 74.25, 74.30, 74.40, 74.50, 74.55, 74.57, 74.60, 74.65, 74.70, 74.72, 74.74, 74.75, 74.76, 74.77, 74.78, 74.80, 74.90, 74.100, 74.110, 74.111, 74.112, 74.113, 74.114, 74.115, 74.120, 74.121, and 74.122, regarding the safety standards for elevators, escalators, and related equipment.  These changes implement House Bill 2643, 82nd Legislature, Regular Session (2011), and reflect changes made to Chapter 74 pursuant to the Department’s four-year rule review.  Charles Johnson, Assistant General Counsel, provided an overview of the proposed rules and led the discussion on the rules.  

74.10. 
Definitions.  The Board had a discussion to clarify a few of the definitions.  No changes were made.  

74.24.
Responsible Party Eligibility Requirements.  Board had a discussion on the proposed rule.  No changes were made.  

74.25. 
Continuing Education.  Board had a discussion on the proposed rule.  The board agreed to amend this section at (b) and reference this section in §74.23(4)

74.40.
Contractor Insurance Requirements.  Board had a discussion on the proposed rule.  The board agreed to amend this section to include the term “written” in reference to the type of reports required.  
74.50. Reporting Requirements--Building Owner.  Board had a discussion on the proposed rule.  No changes were made.  

74.57.
Reporting Requirements--Contractor.  Board had a discussion on the proposed rule.  The board agreed to allow staff to amend this section for clarification.  
74.65.
Advisory Board.  Board had a discussion on the proposed rule.  No changes were made.  
74.70. Responsibilities of the Building Owner.  Board had a discussion on the proposed rule.  Minor changes were made to correct grammatical errors in the rule.
74.72. Standards of Conduct for Inspector or Contractor Registrants.  Board had a discussion on the proposed rule.  The board agreed to allow staff to amend this section for clarification.  
74.74.
Responsibilities of the Inspector--Inspection Procedurestc \l1 "74.75.
Responsibilities of the Inspector.  Board had a discussion on the proposed rule.  No changes were made.  
74.75. 
Responsibilities of the Inspector--Department Forms.  Board had a discussion on the proposed rule.  The board agreed to allow staff to amend this section for clarification.  
74.78. Responsibilities of the Contractor.  Board had a discussion on the proposed rule.  The board agreed to allow staff to amend this section for clarification.  
74.80. 
Fees.  Board had a discussion on the proposed rule.  No changes were made but the matter was sent to the Fees Work Group to develop some FAQ’s and review a proposed tier system for review fees.  

74.113. Plan Review--Department Approval or Denial.  Board had a discussion on the proposed rule.  Minor changes were made to correct grammatical errors in the rule.
Board member Nancy Crumley, seconded by John McGraw, made a motion recommending the proposed rules, with the changes suggested today, be published in the Texas Register for public comment.  The motion passed by unanimous vote.  Board member Nancy Crumley, seconded by Greg Tamez, made a motion to recommend the repeal of the existing rules be published in the Texas Register.   The motion passed by a unanimous vote.  

Presiding Officer, Bryan Morris moved to agenda item H., Recommendations for agenda items for the next meeting.  The Board decided to place the following on the next agenda: work group meetings and reports, review of proposed rules and public comments, and update from the strategic planning session.  
Presiding Officer, Bryan Morris moved to agenda item I., Discussion of date, time, and location of next Board meeting.  The Board decided to hold the next meeting in mid to late May.
Presiding Officer, Bryan Morris moved to agenda item L., Adjournment.  Presiding Officer, Bryan Morris adjourned the meeting at 2:50 p.m. 


                _____________________________________


         Bryan R. Morris, Presiding Officer


         Elevator Advisory Board


