Hearing Instrument Fitters and Dispensers Advisory Board

Meeting of February 26, 2016
North Campus, 1st Floor Public Meeting Room

1106 Clayton Lane, Austin, Texas

Summary of Minutes

Presiding Officer Ben Norris called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m.

Presiding Officer Ben Norris moved to agenda item B., Roll Call, Certification of Quorum, and Introductions.  Board Members Ben Norris, Jackie Cooper, Richard Davila, Gary Haun, Jesus Rangel, and Amy Trost were present.  A quorum was present. 
Presiding Officer Ben Norris moved to agenda item C., Public Comment. There was no public comment.  
Presiding Officer Ben Norris moved to agenda item D., Staff Reports. Brian Francis, Deputy Executive Director, reported that the Comptroller has approved the release of funding to cover the cost of transferring the program and that the transfer will be completed October 1, 2016.  William Kuntz, Executive Director, provided an overview of the upcoming strategic planning process and dates.  Brian Francis, Deputy Executive Director, explained that the remaining staff reports listed on the agenda were duplicates from the previous agenda and remained as place holders if the Board had questions. Katie Brice, Department of State Health Services, reported licensing statistics, upcoming meetings, and the work with TDLR and DSHS staff to transfer the programs.  
Presiding Officer Ben Norris moved to agenda item E., Discussion and possible recommendation regarding proposed new rules at 16 Texas Administrative Code, Chapter 112, Hearing Instrument Fitters and Dispensers and regarding comments on the proposed new rules.  The proposed new rules implement Senate Bill 202, 84th Legislature, Regular Session (2015), which transfers the Hearing Instrument Fitters and Dispensers program from the Department of State Health Services to the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation.  Wendy Pellow, Assistant General Counsel, provided a summary of the comments and the Department’s proposed responses.  The Board discussed several comments and agreed with the proposed amendments suggested by staff with a few changes discussed in the meeting.  Board member Richard Davila, seconded by Gary Haun made a motion to recommend the rules be adopted by the Commission with the proposed changes agreed in the meeting.  The motion passed by a unanimous vote.    
Presiding Officer Ben Norris moved to agenda item F., Discussion and possible appointment of workgroups:

1. Enforcement workgroup to review and make recommendations regarding criminal conviction guidelines, the penalty matrix, other enforcement related matters and rules

Presiding Officer Ben Norris appointed the following members to the above referenced work group: Richard Davila, Jackie Cooper, and Jesus Rangel.  Christina Kaiser, Director of Enforcement, will be the staff contact for this workgroup.
2. Licensing workgroup to review and make recommendations regarding licensing requirements and rules, inspections and compliance, and other administrative matters

Presiding Officer Ben Norris appointed the following members to the above referenced work group: Richard Davila, Gary Haun, and Jesus Rangel.  Dede McEachern, Director of Licensing, will be the staff contact for this workgroup.
3. Education and Examination workgroup to review and make recommendations regarding education and examination, continuing education requirements, and rules
Presiding Officer Ben Norris appointed the following members to the above referenced work group:  Amy Trost, Jackie Cooper, and Ben Norris.  Ray Pizarro, Director of Education and Examination, will be the staff contact for this workgroup.  
4. Standard of Care workgroup to review and make recommendations regarding standard of care matters and rules

Presiding Officer Ben Norris appointed the following members to the above referenced work group: Gary Haun, Amy Trost, and Ben Norris.  George Ferrie, Director of Compliance, will be the staff contact for this workgroup.
Presiding Officer Ben Norris moved to agenda item G., Recommendations for Agenda Items for Next Meeting. The Board requested the following items on its next agenda: staff reports, personnel updates, workgroup reports, criminal conviction guidelines, penalty matrix, and update on the Commission adoption of the proposed rules. 
Presiding Officer Ben Norris moved to agenda item H., Discussion of Date, Time, and Location of next Board meeting.  The next Board meetings will be May 24, 2016, and August 17, 2016, at 10:00 a.m. in Austin, Texas. 
Presiding Officer Ben Norris moved to agenda item I., Adjournment.  Presiding Officer Ben Norris adjourned the meeting at 11:14 a.m. 
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Ben Norris, Presiding Officer
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