
Midwives Advisory Board 
Meeting of February 9, 2016
North Campus, 1st Floor Public Meeting Room

1106 Clayton Lane, Austin, Texas

Summary of Minutes


Presiding Officer Meredith Rentz Cook called the meeting to order at 9:06 a.m.


Presiding Officer Meredith Rentz Cook moved to agenda item B, Roll Call and Certification of Quorum and Introductions. Board Members Meredith Rentz Cook, Brenda Buffington, Janet Dirmeyer, Laurie Fremgen, Linda Hart, Victoria Meinhardt, and Helen Nelson were present and a quorum was seated.  Dr. Charleta Guillory joined the meeting at 9:23 am.  Dr. Michael Nix was absent and it was noted that Dr. Nix can never attend a meeting held on a Tuesday.  
Presiding Officer Meredith Rentz Cook moved to agenda item C., Public Comment.  There was no public comment at this time. At the conclusion of the meeting the board heard public comment from Carol Schamacker.    

Presiding Officer Meredith Rentz Cook moved to agenda item D, Staff Reports. William Kuntz, Executive Director, introduced Commission Chairman Mike Arismendez who thanked the advisory board for their service and hard work on aiding in the development of the Department rules.  Mr. Kuntz reported on the Agency’s work in getting the Texas Comptroller’s Office to release the funds necessary to implement the program.  Mr. Kuntz highlighted our collaboration with the Department of State Health Services (DSHS).  Yvonne Feinleib of the Department of State Health Services (DSHS), updated the advisory board on DSHS activities relating to the Midwifery Program and the collaboration efforts with TDLR.
Presiding Officer Meredith Rentz Cook moved to agenda item E., Discussion and possible recommendation regarding proposed new rules at 16 Texas Administrative Code, Chapter 115, Midwives and regarding comments on the proposed new rules.  The proposed new rules implement Senate Bill 202, 84th Legislature, Regular Session (2015), which transfers the Midwives program from the Department of State Health Services to the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation. Lynn Latombe, Assistant General Counsel recapped the previous meeting and outlined the process for rule adoption under the Administrative Procedures Act.  Ms. Latombe presented the rule comments solicited by the earlier publication in the Texas Register. The board discussed the comments.  Board member Janet Dirmeyer, seconded by Helen Nelson made a motion to recommend changes to the Commission rules for adoption of the proposed revisions to sections 115.1, 115.3, 115.4, 115.16, 115.80 and 115.112.  The motion passed by unanimous vote.  

Presiding Officer Meredith Rentz Cook moved to agenda item F., Discussion and possible appointment of workgroups: 


Presiding Officer, Meredith Rentz Cook appointed the following members to the Enforcement workgroup to review and make recommendations regarding criminal conviction guidelines, the penalty matrix, other enforcement related matters and rules:  Janet Dirmeyer, Chair, Meredith Rentz Cook, and Brenda Buffington.

Presiding Officer, Meredith Rentz Cook appointed the following members to the Licensing workgroup to review and make recommendations regarding licensing requirements and rules, inspections and compliance, and other administrative matters: Brenda Buffington, Chair, Linda Hart, Laurie Fremgen, and Janet Dirmeyer.
Presiding Officer, Meredith Rentz Cook appointed the following members to the Education and Examination workgroup to review and make recommendations regarding education and examination, continuing education requirements, and rules: Victoria Meinhardt, Chair, Helen Nelson, Dr. Charleta Guillory, and Linda Hart.

Presiding Officer, Meredith Rentz Cook appointed the following members to the Standard of Care workgroup to review and make recommendations regarding standard of care matters and rules:  Laurie Fremgen, Chair, Dr. Michael Nix, Helen Nelson, and Vicky Meinhardt.
All work groups are appointed to serve through the first meeting in October and may be revisited and repopulated with varying members of the board.  

Presiding Officer Meredith Rentz Cook moved to agenda item G., Recommendations for agenda items for next meeting.  The Board requested the following items on its next agenda:  Criminal Conviction Guidelines, Staff Reports, update on Commission actions, update on consolidation with DSHS, and report from DSHS.

Presiding Officer Meredith Rentz Cook moved to agenda item H., Discussion of date, time, and location of next Board meeting.  The next two Board meetings will be Thursday, June 9, 2016, at 10:00 a.m., and Wednesday, August 17, 2016, at 2:00 p.m. in Austin, Texas. 

Presiding Officer Meredith Rentz Cook moved to agenda item I., Adjournment.  The meeting was adjourned.


________________________________


Meredith Rentz Cook, Presiding Officer
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