
Orthotists and Prosthetists Advisory Board

Meeting of February 23, 2018
North Campus, 1st Floor Public Meeting Room

1106 Clayton Lane, Austin, Texas

Summary of Minutes

Presiding Officer, Miguel Mojica, called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m.

Presiding Officer, Miguel Mojica, moved to agenda item B., Roll Call, Certification of Quorum, and Introductions. Board Members Miguel Mojica, David Ahrens, Randall Duncan, Catherine Mize, and Kevin Matthews were present.  Board members Sterling Phillips and Katheryn Paszkowski were absent.  A quorum was present. 
Presiding Officer, Miguel Mojica, moved to agenda item C., Approval of the minutes – meeting of July 21, 2017.  Board member Kevin Matthews, seconded by Catherine Mize, made a motion to approve the minutes.  The motion passed by unanimous vote. 

Presiding Officer, Miguel Mojica, moved to agenda item D., Public Comment. There was no public comment.  
Presiding Officer, Miguel Mojica, moved to agenda item E., Staff Reports. Leonard Rivas, Licensing Manager, provided the Licensing Division report and answered questions from the board on the total license population and unique qualifications applications. Trey Seals, Director of Customer Service, provided an overview of the Customer Service Division and the customer contact statistics.  Tanya Gauthreaux, Division Director, provided the Field Operations Division report on most common violations and personnel updates. Virginia Fields, Attorney, provided the Enforcement Division report on case highlights and statistics. Jerry Gonzalez, Program Specialist, provided the Education and Examination Division report exam statistics. Yvonne Feinleib, Program Specialist, provided the Compliance Division report. Nick Voinis, Chief of Staff provided the Executive office staff report including upcoming strategic planning, our web traffic and staff achievements.  

Presiding Officer, Miguel Mojica, moved to agenda item F., Discussion and possible recommendation regarding proposed changes to the rules under 16 Texas Administrative Code (TAC), Chapter 114, by adding new §114.75 and amending existing §§114.10, 114.20, 114.23-114.30, 114.40, 114.50, 114.66-114.69, 114.80, and 114.90, related to the Orthotics and Prosthetics Program.  The proposed amendments are to implement H.B. 4007, 85th Legislature, Regular Session (2017) and to make other changes brought forward by the workgroups and staff including for correction, clean-up, updating, clarification, and consistency. Laura Pfefferle, Assistant General Counsel, provided an overview of the proposed rules and changes made in the workgroup meeting.  Board members asked questions about the proposed rules. Laura Pfefferle suggested a change to the rule requirement that an accredited facility must display the license certificates of its practitioners in a prominent location in the facility where they are available for inspection by the public. She suggested that the rule require they be displayed so that they are available for inspection by patients, and by the public upon request. Board member, Randy Duncan, seconded by Catherine Mize, made a motion to recommend the proposed rules, including the suggested change, for publication in the Texas Register. Motion passed by unanimous vote.
Presiding Officer, Miguel Mojica, moved to agenda item G., Recommendations for Agenda Items for Next Meeting. The Board requested the following items on its next agenda: Proposed rules and discussion of public comments received following publication of the proposed rules, and recommendation regarding adoption of the proposed rules. 
Presiding Officer, Miguel Mojica, moved to agenda item H., Discussion of Date, Time, and Location of next Board meeting.  The next Board meeting will be April 27, 2018 at 10:00 a.m. in Austin, Texas. 
Presiding Officer, Miguel Mojica, moved to agenda item I., Adjournment.  Board Member David Ahrens, seconded by Catherine Mize, moved to adjourn the meeting at 12:15 p.m. Motion passed unanimously.
________________________________


Miguel Mojica, Presiding Officer
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