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MINUTES

Presiding Officer, Sherry Sancibrian, called the meeting to order at 9:13 a.m. 

Presiding Officer Sancibrian moved to agenda item B., Roll Call, Certification of Quorum, and Introductions.  Board members present Manny Bodner, Cheval Bryant, Tammy Camp, Cristen Plumber and Sherry Sancibrian.  Board members Robert Novak and Patricia Brannon joined the meeting at 9:39 a.m. A quorum was present.
 
Presiding Officer Sancibrian moved to agenda item G.1, Staff Reports, Executive Office, Brian Francis, Deputy Executive Director, provided an overview of the Executive Office, Office of Innovation and Office of Strategic Communication; and provided an update of  Department of State Health Services (DSHS) Transfer to Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation (TDLR), the interagency workings between DSHS and TDLR, funding for the program through the Comptroller, and also provided an overview of the Rule Making Process and answered questions from the board.

Presiding Officer Sancibrian moved to agenda item F., Discussion on History and Overview of the Speech-Language Pathologists and Audiologists Program.  Presiding Officer, Sancibrian provided the overview of the program history from DSHS. The board members took a break at 9:30 and reconvened at 9:38.  Board Members Robert Novak and Patricia Brannon joined the meeting.  

Presiding Officer Sancibrian moved to agenda item H., Discussion and possible recommendation regarding proposed new rules at 16 Texas Administrative Code, Chapter 111 to implement the transfer of the Speech-Language Pathologists and Audiologists program from DSHS to TDLR pursuant to Senate Bill 202, 84th Legislature, Regular Session (2015).  Assistant General Counsel Wendy Pellow, provided an explanation of the rule-review process and presented documents to the Board including the proposed rules.  Board Member Patricia Brannon suggested that the changes recommended by DSHS be added to the proposed rules and addressed under this current statute.  Board and staff discussion determined that the changes from the DSHS board could be addressed at a future meeting.  Board member Patricia Brannon suggested that definitions be added for caseload and supervision to be taken from the proposed rules from DSHS.   

The board and Assistant General Counsel Pellow continued rule review by rule subsection:

Subchapter B – Advisory Board Duties,  Board member Manny Bodner suggested the need for a vice-chair and board secretary to review the meetings.  Agency policy does not require a vice chair or secretary be appointed to the board.  No change was made to this section.  

Subchapter C – Examinations.  The Board had no suggested changes. 

Subchapter D – Requirements for Speech-Language Pathology Licenses.  Discussion on college accreditation, discussion of license requirements and the CCC Certification, application submission process, suggested change to the term communication sciences and disorders to be consistent throughout the document, change Clinical Certification Board to Council for Clinical Certification minor changes to words and terms.  Discussion on the late renewal process and removal of the 60 day grace period. 

Subchapter E – Requirements for Intern in Speech-Language.  Building in a limited number of licensees that can be supervised in the Department’s data base per the rule requirements.  Board member Brannon reported that the current DSHS rule proposal removes the requirement for a limited number of supervised. Section 111.42 Internship licensing requirements reduced to one year to prevent unlicensed work with an allowance for a period of renewal.  The requirement for interns to get continuing education. 

Subchapter F – Requirements for Assistants in Speech-Language Pathology License.  Timeframes for course work will be vetted by a work group.  Discussion on supervision requirements and in person on-site. Discussions on determining the hours of direct and indirect supervision and use of tele-health. Board discussions on supervision requirements and duties.  The Department questioned the need for a definition of direct supervision.  The board will work on drafting new language in work groups.   The Board members and staff crafted language to address the minimum supervision requirements. Transfer of licenses from other states to allow masters to practice in Texas of practicing as masters in other states.  Board members suggested the department make the change from DSHS rules on Audiologist interns proposed rules to allow approval by an accrediting body. Board discussed the requirements for an Audiologists Assistant and to require applicants to work with at a minimum a high school diploma.  Recommendations to require and Audiologist on site with an assistant during certain practices of an assistant. The staff recommended that the term “by mail” be removed from the department’s requirements and allow alternate methods of delivery other than by mail throughout the proposed rules.  Recommendation to implement changes from the DSHS for intern and assistant licensing. Discussion reorganizing the rules to cluster the sections that require direct supervision. Discussion on limiting the supervision of assistants by Audiologist.    

Board member Tammy Camp, seconded by Robert Novak, made a motion to recommend the proposed rules with the changes made in this meeting for publication in the Texas Register for public comment.  Motion passed by a unanimous vote.                                                                                

	Presiding Officer Sancibrian passed item I. on the agenda Recommendations for agenda items for next Board meeting

Presiding Officer Sancibrian moved to agenda item J. Discussion of date, time, and location of next Board meeting.  No date was offered at this time. 

Presiding Officer Sancibrian moved to agenda item K. Adjournment.  The meeting was adjourned at 3:59 p.m.
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