Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation

Tax professional ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING

Wednesday, April 11, 2012 – 10:00 a.m.
 North Campus Building – 1st Floor Public Meeting Room 

1106 Clayton Lane – Austin, Texas

MINUTES
Presiding Officer, Shane Docherty called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m.




Presiding Officer, Shane Docherty moved to agenda item B. Roll Call, Certification of Quorum.   Committee members Shane Docherty, James E. Childers, Ro’Vin Garrett, Thomas Stanley Keeland, Michael Craig McDougal, Dorye Kristeen Roe, and Lee Jaye Rosenberg were present.  A quorum was present.
Presiding Officer, Shane Docherty moved to agenda item C. Approval of minutes from January 10, 2012 meeting.  Committee member, Lee Jaye Rosenberg made a motion to approve the minutes as documented.  Committee member Dorye Kristeen Roe seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a unanimous vote in favor.

Presiding Officer, Shane Docherty moved to agenda item D. Public Comment.  Public comment was heard from Sands Stiefer regarding the rule simplification project.
Presiding Officer, Shane Docherty moved to agenda item E.1. Staff Reports – Executive Office.  Executive Director, Bill Kuntz gave a recap of the Strategic Planning Brainstorming Sessions highlighting the comments with the most dots – need more expertise in call center for the Tax Professional program; have a dashboard like TULIP; and clarify the 24 month look back because it is confusing.

Presiding Officer, Shane Docherty moved to agenda item E.2. Staff Reports – Compliance Division.  Program Specialist, Roger Thormahlen informed the board that the one year extension from House Bill 1179 is implemented and the Frequently Asked Questions and forms are updated on the website.  There was board discussion regarding the break-in service and one year extension.  Mr. Thormahlen also reported on communication and outreach efforts.  

President Officer, Shane Docherty moved to agenda item E.3. Staff Reports – Education and Examination Division.  Division Director, Don Dudley gave an update on continuing education and pass rate statistics.  Mr. Dudley also reported that the examination review committee will meet in October.  There was board discussion about the examination partnership with PSI, pass rates, and continuing education email reminders.

Presiding Officer, Shane Docherty moved to agenda item E.4. Staff Reports – Enforcement Division.  Prosecutor, Melissa Kangerga gave an overview of the Enforcement statistics.  

Presiding Officer, Shane Docherty moved to agenda item E.5. Staff Reports – Licensing Division.  Program Specialist, Joyce Hennington reported on Licensing statistics and applicants filing for inactive status.  
Presiding Officer, Shane Docherty moved to agenda item F. Work Group Reports and Discussion.  There were no workgroup reports given.
Presiding Officer, Shane Docherty moved to agenda item G. Discussion and possible recommendation on work group review of the Property Tax Professionals Penalty Matrix included in TDLR’s Enforcement Plan.  Director of Enforcement, Christina Kaiser gave an overview of the adoption process through the Commission and reported the changes made to the penalty matrix.  The board requested that 94.71(c) be moved to a Class C violation.  Committee member, Michael Craig McDougal recommended that on Class A the second violation amount be changed to $300 - $500 and that the third violation remain at the amounts recommended by the agency.  Committee member, Lee Rosenberg made a motion to make these changes.  Committee member, Michael Craig McDougal seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a unanimous vote in favor.  Committee member, Michael Craig McDougal made a motion that on Class B change the first violation to $300 - $500 and move forward with the second and third violations at the amounts recommended by the agency.  Committee member, Ro’Vin Garrett seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a unanimous vote in favor.  Deputy Executive Director, Brian Francis inquired as to whether Committee member, Michael Craig McDougal’s motions included the strikeouts throughout the document.  Committee member, Michael Craig McDougal confirmed that his motions did include the strikeouts throughout the document.  Committee member, Michael Craig McDougal recommended that on Class C and D the Committee move forward with the amounts recommended by the agency.  Committee member, Lee Jaye Rosenberg made a motion to move forward with the amounts recommended by the agency.  Committee member, Michael Craig McDougal seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a unanimous vote in favor.  Committee member, Michael Craig McDougal made a motion to recommend the penalty matrix to the Commission for adoption with the recommended changes.  Committee member, Lee Jaye Rosenberg seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a unanimous vote in favor.

Presiding Officer, Shane Docherty moved to agenda item H. Discussion and possible recommendation regarding work group rule review regarding rules at 94.21, 94.25, 94.70, 94.71, 94.72, 94.100.  Presiding Officer, Shane Docherty gave an overview of the changes requested by the workgroup.  There was board discussion about the rules.  The Committee heard public comment from Sands Stiefer.
Presiding Officer, Shane Docherty called a break at 12:12 p.m. and excused himself and turned the meeting over to Committee member, Lee Jaye Rosenberg.

Committee member, Lee Jaye Rosenberg reconvened the meeting at 12:24 p.m.

Committee member, Lee Jaye Rosenberg returned to agenda item H. Discussion and possible recommendation regarding work group rule review regarding rules at 94.21, 94.25, 94.70, 94.71, 94.72, 94.100.  Committee member, Dorye Kristeen Roe continued going over the workgroup changes.  
Committee member, Lee Jaye Rosenberg moved to agenda item I. Recommendations for agenda items for next meeting.  The Committee requested that the rules be included on the next agenda.
Committee member, Lee Jaye Rosenberg moved to agenda item K. Discussion of date, time and location of next Committee meeting.  The Committee requested that dates and times be forwarded to them to schedule the next meeting.
Committee member, Lee Jaye Rosenberg moved to agenda item J.
Adjournment.  Committee member, Lee Jaye Rosenberg adjourned the meeting at 12:39 p.m.







_________________________________________









Shane Docherty, Presiding Officer
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