Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation

Tax professional ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING

Monday, September 23, 2013 – 10:30 a.m.
 North Campus Building – 1st Floor Public Meeting Room 

1106 Clayton Lane – Austin, Texas

MINUTES
Presiding Officer, Shane Docherty called the meeting to order at 10:32 a.m.




Presiding Officer, Shane Docherty moved to agenda item B. Roll Call, Certification of Quorum.   Committee members Shane Docherty, James E. Childers, Thomas Stanley Keeland, and Lee Jaye Rosenberg were present.  Committee member, Michael Craig McDougal was absent.  A quorum was present.  
Presiding Officer, Shane Docherty moved to agenda item C. Approval of minutes from July 8, 2013 meeting.  Committee member, Lee Jaye Rosenberg made a motion to approve the minutes as documented.  Committee member James E. Childers seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a unanimous vote in favor.
Presiding Officer, Shane Docherty moves to agenda item D. Public Comment.  No public comment was heard.
Presiding Officer, Shane Docherty moved to agenda item E.1. Staff Reports – Executive Office.  Executive Director, Bill Kuntz gave an update on the bill implementation process.
Presiding Officer, Shane Docherty moved to agenda item E.2. Staff Reports – Compliance Division.  Program Specialists, Roger Thormahlen and Russ Taulli reported on process improvements, outreach efforts, updated FAQs and MAPs.  There was Committee discussion about the industry appreciating our outreach efforts, the percentage of licensees prescribed to our email notification service, and the email notification service and website being great tools to the industry.  
President Officer, Shane Docherty moved to agenda item E.3. Staff Reports – Education and Examination Division.  Program Specialist, Ray Pizarro reported on continuing education and examination statistics.  There was Committee discussion about the examinations and seating issues, the pass rate, and the number of times an individual can take an examination.  Mr. Pizarro also informed the Committee that there is an examination review coming in the near future. 
Presiding Officer, Shane Docherty moved to agenda item E.4. Staff Reports – Enforcement Division.  Prosecutor, Mary Winston gave an overview of the enforcement case statistics, agreed orders and penalties assessed.  There was Committee discussion about the operation of law cases.
Presiding Officer, Shane Docherty moved to agenda item E.5. Staff Reports – Licensing Division.  Program Specialist, Joyce Hennington reported on the licensing statistics.  There was Committee discussion regarding online renewals.
Presiding Officer, Shane Docherty moved to agenda item F. Discussion and possible recommendation regarding proposed rule amendments, new rules, and/or repeals at 16 Texas Administrative Code, Chapter 94, to implement House Bill 585 and Senate Bill 546, 83rd Legislature, Regular Session (2013), changes to 94.21(8)(A)(iv)(III), and the Commission’s general rulemaking authority to administer the property tax professional program.  Assistant General Counsel, Lynn Latombe gave an update on where we are in the bill implementation process.  Committee member, Jim Childers inquires as to whether or not 94.25(b)(1) was changed from 7 hours to 3.5 hours and 94.25(i) regarding certificates had been modified as requested.  Ms. Latombe informed the Committee that the requested changes had been made and gave the Committee an overview of the proposed rules.  
Presiding Officer, Shane Docherty moved to agenda item G. Discussion and possible recommendation on proposed amendments to 16 Texas Administrative Code, Section 94.80, including reducing fees based on the Department’s annual fee review.  Assistant General Counsel, Lynn Latombe gave an overview of the fee reductions.  There was Committee discussion regarding whether or not the examination fees will change.  Deputy Executive Director, Brian Francis informed the Committee that the examination fees will stay the same per our contract with PSI.
Committee member, James E. Childers, made a motion to publish the proposed rule amendments, new rules, repeals, and reduced fee rules in agenda items F. and G..  Committee member, Lee Jaye Rosenberg seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a unanimous vote in favor.  

Presiding Officer, Shane Docherty moved to agenda item H. Recommendations for agenda items for next meeting.  The Committee requested that the public comments for the proposed rule amendments, new rules, repeals, and reduced fee rules be on the next agenda.
Presiding Officer, Shane Docherty moved to agenda item I. Discussion of date, time and location of next Committee meeting.  The next meeting will be scheduled between November 14 – 21, 2013.
Presiding Officer, Shane Docherty moved to agenda item J.
Adjournment.  Committee member, Lee Jaye Rosenberg made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 11:11 a.m.  Committee member, Thomas Stanley Keeland seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a unanimous vote in favor.







_________________________________________









Shane Docherty, Presiding Officer
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