Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation

Tax professional ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING

Thursday, November 10, 2011 – 10:00 a.m.
 North Campus Building – 1st Floor Public Meeting Room 

1106 Clayton Lane – Austin, Texas

MINUTES
Presiding Officer, Shane Docherty called the meeting to order at 10:04 a.m.





Presiding Officer, Shane Docherty moved to agenda item B. Roll Call, Certification of Quorum.   Committee members Shane Docherty, James E. Childers, Dorye Kristeen Roe, Lee Jaye Rosenberg, and Michael Craig McDougal were present.  Ro’Vin Garrett and Thomas Stanley Keeland were absent.  A quorum was present.


Presiding Officer, Shane Docherty moved to agenda item C. Approval of minutes from August 3, 2011 meeting.  Committee member, Lee Jaye Rosenberg made a motion to approve the minutes as documented.  Dorye Kristeen Roe seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a unanimous vote.
Presiding Officer, Shane Docherty moved to agenda item D. Public Comment.  Public comment was heard from Michael Gary regarding the proposed penalty matrix. 

Presiding Officer, Shane Docherty moved to agenda item E.1. Staff Reports – Executive Office.  Executive Director Bill Kuntz gave an overview of the implementation of House Bill 1179 and Brian Francis gave an update on the efforts TDLR has made to contact and assist those eligible for reinstatement.  Bill Kuntz also introduced Commissioner Deborah Yurco.


Presiding Officer, Shane Docherty moved to agenda item E.2. Staff Reports – Compliance Division.  Program Specialist, Roger Thormahlen gave an overview of implementation of House Bill 1179 regarding reinstatement and qualifications for those certified by the Texas Appraiser Licensing and Certification Board.  Mr. Thormahlen also reported on communication and outreach efforts.  


Presiding Officer, Shane Docherty moved to agenda item E.4. Staff Reports – Enforcement Division.  Prosecutor, Melissa Kangerga gave an overview of statistics and noted two agreed orders entered into resulting in penalties.  Ms. Kangerga also noted that the penalty matrix is in the process of being revised.  There was discussion with the board regarding cases opened and the amount of time a complaint may remain open.  Ms. Kangerga informed the board that there is not a time limit on how long a complaint may remain open.  Division Director, Christina Kaiser gave an overview of the complaint process and the proper procedures for handling duplicate complaints received.  Ms. Kaiser also reported that the cases they have closed have been open for no more than 144 days.  


President Officer, Shane Docherty moved to agenda item E.3. Staff Reports – Education and Examination Division.  Division Director, Don Dudley gave an overview of the meetings with the subject matter experts to review the current examination and the implementation of House Bill 1179 changes.  Mr. Dudley also gave an overview of the examination and education statistics and requested that the Committee members and those listening to the meeting communicate that the format of the examination has changed.

Presiding Officer, Shane Docherty moved to agenda item E.5. Staff Reports – Licensing Division.  Program Specialist, Joyce Hennington gave an overview of the two new forms available – the military spouse application and the late renewal application.  Ms. Hennington also reported on statistics.

Presiding Officer, Shane Docherty moved to agenda item F.1. Work Group Reports and discussion – Education and Examination Workgroup.  Presiding Officer, Shane Docherty stated that the work group did not have anything to report.


Presiding Officer, Shane Docherty moved to agenda item F.2. Work Group Reports and discussion – Licensing Workgroup.  Presiding Officer, Shane Docherty stated that the work group did not have anything to report.


Presiding Officer, Shane Docherty moved to agenda item F.3. Work Group Reports and discussion – Enforcement and Ethics Workgroup.  Presiding Officer, Shane Docherty reported that two workgroups were set up at the last meeting, one for the penalty matrix and one for the implementation of House Bill 1179.  Presiding Officer, Shane Docherty distributed and gave an overview of the penalty matrix materials the workgroup drafted and requested that the penalty matrix be put on the agenda for the next meeting.  

Presiding Officer, Shane Docherty moved to agenda item G. Discussion and possible recommendation regarding rules at 16 Texas Administrative Code, Chapter 94 relating to the implementation of HB 1179.  Assistant General Counsel, Lynn Latombe gave an update on where we are on the rule process and our next steps to ensure the rules are adopted by February 1, 2012.  Ms. Latombe gave an overview of rules for inactive status, education after second renewal, break in service, one year extension, reasonable qualifications for reapplication, and fees.  There was discussion regarding the break in service, one year extension and reasonable qualifications for reapplication provisions.  Committee member James E. Childers requested that “level two” be changed to “class two” in §94.28(c).  Brian Francis reported that Commissioner Yurco noticed a change for the Table of Contents, changing “95.24” to “94.24”.  Commttee member Lee Jaye Rosenberg noted that “department” was capitalized in some provisions and not capitalized in other provisions.  Committee member Dorye Kristeen Roe made a motion that the rules be published with the recommended changes.  Lee Jaye Rosenberg seconded the motion.  The motion passed with a unanimous vote.

Presiding Officer, Shane Docherty made a motion to excuse the absences of Ro’Vin Garrett and Thomas Stanley Keeland.  The motion passed with a unanimous vote.
Presiding Officer, Shane Docherty moved to agenda item H. Recommendations for agenda items for next meeting.  Presiding Officer, Shane Docherty requested an update on implementation of House Bill 1179, the penalty matrix and §94.25(i) regarding continuing education and keeping copies of certificates for a period of two years be placed on the next agenda.

Presiding Officer, Shane Docherty moved to agenda item I. Discussion of date, time and location of next Committee meeting.  The Committee agreed to hold the next meeting on January 10, 2012 at 10:00 a.m.
Presiding Officer, Shane Docherty moved to agenda item J.
Adjournment.  Presiding Officer, Shane Docherty adjourned the meeting at 11:05 a.m.







_________________________________________









Shane Docherty, Presiding Officer
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