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1106 Clayton Lane - Austin, Texas

Summary of Minutes
			
	Presiding Officer, Lonnie Ball called the meeting to order at 1:05 pm

	Presiding Officer, Lonnie Ball moved to agenda item B., Roll Call and Certification of Quorum.  Council members: Lonnie Ball, Virgil Clark, Rusty Gilmore, Billy Lange, Brandon Barchus, Ray Whisenant, Ray Reed and John Pyburn, were present.  Council member Andrew Walters was absent.  A quorum was present. 

Presiding Officer, Lonnie Ball moved to agenda item C., Approval of Minutes – Meeting of January 14, 2013.  Council member, Ray Reed, seconded by Ray Whisenant, moved that the minutes be approved with the amendment suggested.  The motion passed with a unanimous vote in favor.

Presiding Officer, Lonnie Ball moved to agenda item D., Public Comment.  The Council heard public comment and a presentation by Ty H. Embrey, attorney with Lloyd Gosselink, Austin, Texas concerning the work of the Texas Water Conservation Association and possible upcoming legislative initiatives. 

Presiding Officer, Lonnie Ball moved to agenda item E., Staff Reports.  Executive Director, William Kuntz provided the Executive Office staff report: update on the Strategic Plan and Legislative Appropriation Request.  Lee Parham, Business and Mechanical Section Manager provided the Compliance report: regarding introduction of a new staff member, meetings attended, Field Activities, and Well reports.  Andreea Vasile, Program Specialist provided the Education and Examination Division report regarding: examination development and statistics. Mary Winston, Prosecutor provided the Enforcement report which included statistics, and case highlights.  Lisa Houdek, Program Manager provided the Licensing Division report on statistics in the licensee population. Staff answered questions from the Board members on their staff reports. 

Presiding Officer, Lonnie Ball moved to agenda item F.	Discussion and possible recommendation on proposed amendments to existing rules at 16 Texas Administrative Code, Chapter 76, §§76.1, 76.10, 76.20, 76.21, 76.22, 76.24, 76.25, 76.26, 76.30, 76.62, 76.65, 76.70, 76.71, 76.72, 76.74, 76.76, 76.101-76.106, 76.108, 76.110 and 76.111, proposed repeal of current §76.100, and proposed new rule at §76.100, regarding the Water Well Drillers and Pump Installers program, and public comments. Assistant General Counsel, Della Lindquist and Section Manager, Lee Parham outlined the proposed rules and comments submitted in response to the publication. Staff answered questions from the Committee.  Della Lindquist highlighted the changes:
76.10 the term undesirable water will remain in the rules as it comes from the statute,  and is defined in the rules for clarification
76.21 requires two years of experience as a driller or installer to get a license.
76.26 requires two years of experience as a licensee in order to supervise unlicensed installers and drillers. 
76.70 requires that well logs contain a well’s longitude and latitude.
Comments on the published rules were received from 3 individuals and the Panola County Groundwater Conservation District (Panola).  Individual commenters were concerned with the number of rules, the use of the term potable water in 76.100 which the commenter believed should require chlorination of drinking water, and a change to the exemptions under 76.30.  These comments were discussed but not recommended as they would either require statutory changes or not add additional clarity to the rules.  Panola County Groundwater Conservation District suggested that direct supervision requires the licensee be present at all times.  The Department and the Board felt this was not practical and proposed no change.  Panola also recommended clarification on how a driller knows if he has encountered injurious water and suggested that the Driller test the water.  The Department and the Board did not think conducting a test was a viable option because testing would not be reliable in every region of the state.   One of Panola’s comments was regarding the meaning of ‘injurious water’ and Staff suggested that a definition of the term ‘injurious water’ would be helpful.   Panola was also concerned with the water well completion requirement of a 10 foot atmospheric barrier when leaving the annular space open.  Panola stated that when plugging a well using the proposed standards, the open annular space is left open to contamination. Panola would like to see a requirement to remove the casing similar to encountering injurious water.  The Department did not suggest a change to this rule.  
Committee member Virgil Clark, seconded by Ray Whisenant, made a motion to recommend the proposed rules as amended to the Commission for adoption.  The motion passed by a unanimous vote.  

Presiding Officer, Lonnie Ball moved to agenda item G., Recommendations for agenda items for next meeting.  The Council placed work group reports from the monitoring wells work group regarding South Texas Monitoring wells (Whisenant, Lange, and Pyburn) on the next meeting agenda.
 
Presiding Officer, Lonnie Ball moved to agenda item J., Discussion of date, time, and location of next meeting.  The Committee agreed to hold the next meeting November 2014.

Presiding Officer, Lonnie Ball moved to agenda item K., Adjournment.  Presiding Officer, Lonnie Ball adjourned the meeting. 
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