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Summary of Minutes

Acting Presiding Officer James Nance called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. and a quorum recognized consisting of James Nance, Gary Foster and Alan Zeman.  Board members Frank Reilly and Don Parrish were absent.  
Acting Presiding Officer James Nance moved to agenda item C., Minutes of the January 28, 2016 meeting.  Board member Gary Foster, seconded by Alan Zeman, made a motion to approve the minutes with slight corrective modifications. Motion passed by unanimous vote in favor.  

Acting Presiding Officer James Nance moved to agenda item D., Public Comment.  There was no public comment.

Acting Presiding Officer James Nance moved to agenda item E.1., Staff Reports - Executive Office.  George Ferrie, Division Director presented the Executive Office Report noting that (1) Bill Kuntz will be resigning and Brian Francis assuming the position of Executive Director, effective September 1, 2016; (2) TDLR is participating in legislative committee processes in preparation for the 2016 Session, (3) the Strategic Plan and Legislative Appropriations Request for 2018-2019 are published on the TDLR website. In response to a question from James Nance, Mr. Ferrie pointed out the requirement that the LAR should reflect a 4% budget reduction.

Acting Presiding Officer James Nance moved to agenda item E.2., Staff Reports – Office of Innovation.  George Bomar, Office of Innovation, reported that an assessment of 2015 rain-enhancement operations statewide revealed that cloud-seeking has resulted in greater precipitation.  He identified present permitted weather modification operations in Texas.   In response to public comment and direction from the Committee at the January, 2016 meeting, Mr. Bomar comprehensively reviewed published research and was unable to find any materials supporting, or inferring, deleterious environmental consequences from the use of cloud seeding agents, primarily silver iodide.  Mr. Bomar also reported on an inquiry in Tasmania to ascertain whether strong, naturally-occurring, precipitation was exacerbated by seeding. While the results of that investigation are ongoing, there is a consensus among scientists that cessation of seeding 24 hours or more prior to an event will ensure there is no enhanced impact from seeding.   

Acting Presiding Officer James Nance moved to agenda item F., Field Meteorologists Report.  Craig Funke of West Texas Weather Modification; presented the Field Meteorologists’ Reports:  A review of flare usage, reconnaissance flights, operational days, and flight lengths/times indicates that the past year saw aggressive efforts to increase the duration and amount of precipitation. Mr. Funke reported that it was a better year than expected for successful rainfall enhancement in light of stagnant conditions resulting from El Nino/La Nina holding patterns over South and Central Texas. These patterns resulted in the suspension of operations during, and after heavy rains.

Acting Presiding Officer James Nance moved to agenda item G., Consideration and possible recommendation on applications for renewals of weather modification licenses for FY 2017. George Bomar presented the license-renewal applications of the Seeding Operations and Atmospheric Research (SOAR) Program, Belding Farms, Panhandle Groundwater Conservation District, South Texas Weather Modification Association, the Southwest Texas Rain-Enhancement Association, the Trans-Pecos Weather Modification Association, and the West Texas Weather Modification Association; renewal of the STWMA license would add Kendell LaRoche to the license.  Member Gary Foster moved, and Alan Zeman seconded the motion, to recommended that all seven license renewals be issued for FY 2017.  Motion passed by unanimous vote in favor. 

Acting Presiding Officer James Pat Nance moved to agenda item I, Recommendations for agenda items for the next meeting:  Approval of the permit-renewal application for the South Texas Weather Modification Association. 
Acting Presiding Officer James Pat Nance moved to agenda item J, Discussion of date, time, and location of the next Committee meeting.  The next Committee meeting date was tentatively set for December 8, 2016 at 10:00 a.m.
Acting Presiding Officer James Pat Nance moved to agenda item J, Adjournment.  The meeting was adjourned at 11:00 a.m.


___________________________________
Frank Reilly, Presiding Officer
Weather Modification Advisory Committee




