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Summary of Minutes

	Acting Presiding Officer James Nance called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.

	Acting Presiding Officer James Nance moved to agenda item B, Roll Call and Certification of Quorum.  Committee members, James Pat Nance, Gary Foster, and Alan Zeman were present.  Presiding Officer Frank Reilly and Don Parish were absent.

Acting Presiding Officer James Pat Nance moved to agenda item C, Approval of Minutes – Meeting of August 20, 2015.  Committee Member, Gary Foster, seconded by Alan Zeman, moved to approve the minutes as presented.  The minutes were approved by a unanimous vote.

Presiding Officer Frank Reilly moved to agenda item D, Public Comment.  The Committee heard public comment from public citizen Christina Green-Martinez commented regarding climate change and weather modification.   

Acting Presiding Officer James Pat Nance moved to agenda item E, Staff Reports.  George Ferrie, Director of Compliance provided the Executive Office staff report on Legislative update and recent developments. provided a legislative update and reported on additional programs from health services, TEA and DPS, future interim studies; George Bomar, Program Specialist for Office of Innovation, reported on the status of permitted weather modification operations in Texas for 2016; radar-derived statistical assessment of 2015 cloud-seeding operations in Texas; Geoengineering and contrails and funding for project infrastructure upgrades. 

Acting Presiding Officer James Pat Nance moved to agenda item F, Field meteorologists’ report on ongoing weather modification activities in 2015.   Jonathan Jennings with WTWMA provided the Field meteorologists report and gave a recap of 2015 cloud seeding and answered questions from the Committee. Craig Funke – West Texas Weather Modification, South Texas Weather Modification, and TWMA, also provided a report on weather modification activities and answered questions from the Committee.  Kendall LaRoche – Meteorologist for South Texas Weather Modification introduced himself and provided his credentials to the Committee.  

Acting Presiding Officer James Pat Nance moved to agenda item G, Consideration and possible recommendation on applications for amendment to weather modification licenses for FY 2016.  George Bomar recommended that the application for amending the license of South Texas Weather Modification be approved to add Kendall LaRoche to the license.  He informed the Committee that Mr. LeRoche does have all qualifications required by law and is currently in training on the TITAN system to be used in directing seeding operations for the STWMA program. Committee Member, Alan Zeman, seconded by Gary Foster moved to recommend approval of the amendment to the weather modification license on the condition that Mr. LaRoche satisfactorily completes his training.  The motion passed by a unanimous vote.  

Acting Presiding Officer James Pat Nance moved to agenda item H, Consideration and possible recommendation on the rule relating to permit validity and the suspension/termination of weather modification “operations”.   George Bomar informed the Committee that the Trans-Pecos Weather Modification Association (TPWMA) did not conduct seeding operations during 2015, though the organization had a 4-year permit from TDLR to do so.  TDLR rules state that an organization holding a permit must conduct operations in each year for which the permit was issued in order for the permit to remain in effect for the 4-year duration of the permit.  Jonathan Jennings with WTWMA informed the Committee that performed various functions for the TPWMA project in 2015, including the monitoring of weather conditions and the collection of radar and rainfall data for the TPWMA project area.  Mr. Bomar said such activity could be construed as operations supporting the continuation of the program.  Committee member Zeman and Mr. Jennings said they understood the TPWMA, having recently refurbished an aircraft, intend on resuming seeding operations in the spring of 2016.  Committee Member, Gary Foster, seconded by Alan Zeman recommended that the permit remain in effect.  The motion passed by a unanimous vote. 

Acting Presiding Officer James Pat Nance moved to agenda item I, Recommendations for agenda items for the next meeting:  Staff review the status of research into the possible impact that seeding agents used in cloud-seeding operations may be having on the environment. 

Presiding Officer Frank Reilly moved to agenda item J, Discussion of date, time, and location of the next Committee meeting.  The next Committee meeting date was tentatively set for August 11, 2016 at 10:00 a.m.

Presiding Officer Frank Reilly moved to agenda item J, Adjournment.  The meeting was adjourned at 11:21 a.m.
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Frank Reilly, Presiding Officer
Weather Modification Advisory Committee



