


Weather Modification Advisory Committee
Meeting of February 23, 2012
North Campus Building – 1st Floor Public Meeting Room 
1106 Clayton Lane, Austin, Texas

Summary of Minutes

	Presiding Officer Frank Reilly called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m.

	Presiding Officer Frank Reilly moved to agenda item B, Roll Call and Certification of Quorum.  Committee members Frank Reilly, Gary Foster, James Nance and Alan Zeman were present. Don Parrish was absent.

Presiding Officer Frank Reilly moved to agenda item C, Approval of Minutes – Meeting of August 25, 2011.  Committee member, James Nance, seconded by Alan Zeman, made a motion to approve the minutes.  The minutes were approved by a unanimous vote.

Presiding Officer Frank Reilly moved to agenda item D, Training for Board Members.  Assistant General Counsel Lynn Latombe provided the Board members with an overview of the Open Meetings Act, the Public Information Act, the Administrative Procedures Act, and ideas for best practices for open meetings.

Presiding Officer Frank Reilly moved to agenda item E, Public Comment.  There were no public comments offered.

Presiding Officer Frank Reilly moved to agenda item F, Staff Reports.  Bill Kuntz, Executive Director, noted that the agency will soon be going through Strategic Plan preparations; also that water issues are expected to be a big topic during the upcoming Legislative Session and the agency would welcome Committee input during the Strategic Planning External Focus Groups. Mr. Kuntz answered questions from the Committee. Lynn Latombe, Assistant General Counsel, gave an update on the fee rule changes. George Bomar, Program Specialist, provided an evaluation report of the historic Texas drought last year and gave updates on statistical analysis of cloud seeding operations; rainfall enhancement projects, international news on cloud seeding and Texas’ plans for resumption of cloud seeding research. 

Presiding Officer Frank Reilly moved to agenda item G, Field meteorologists’ report on status of rain enhancement/hail suppression operations.  Tommy Shearrer, South Texas Weather Modification Association, reported that China and India have made large investments in Weather Modification, also reported on atmospheric sampling for aerosol content, and on a meeting with Representative Larson concerning water issues.  Jonathan Jennings, West Texas Weather Modifications, and Stephanie Beall, Southwest Texas Rain Enhancement Association reported on operations during the warmest summer on record.  

Presiding Officer Frank Reilly moved to agenda item H. Consideration and possible recommendation on application for renewal of a Texas weather modification license:  Sci-Blue.  Gary Foster, seconded by James Nance, moved to recommend renewal of the license.  The motion passed by a unanimous vote.  

Presiding Officer Frank Reilly moved to agenda item I, Consideration and possible recommendation on an application for amending a Texas weather modification license:  West Texas Weather Modification Association.  The amendment would add Jonathan Jennings as meteorologist in charge of operations.  James Nance, seconded by Alan Zeman, moved to recommend the amendment to the license.  The motion was passed by unanimous vote. 

Presiding Officer Frank Reilly moved to agenda item J, Consideration and possible recommendation on application for renewal of weather modification permits:  Southwest Texas Rain Enhancement Association (Carrizo Springs).  Gary Foster, seconded by Alan Zeman, moved to recommend the renewal.  The motion was passed by unanimous vote.  Panhandle Groundwater Conservation District (White Deer) permit renewal.  James Nance, seconded by Gary Foster, moved to recommend the renewal.  The motion was passed by unanimous vote.

Presiding Officer Frank Reilly moved to agenda item K, Discussion and possible recommendation to approve revised Weather Modification penalty matrix to be included in TDLR’s Enforcement Plan.  Christina Kaiser, Director of Enforcement, presented the revisions to the Committee.  Gary Foster, seconded by Alan Zeman, moved to recommend the approval of the revised penalty matrix.  The motion was passed by unanimous vote.

Presiding Officer Frank Reilly moved to agenda item L, Recommendations for agenda items for the next meeting.  The Committee requested updates on the Representative Larson project, strategic planning, and license renewal requests be given at the next meeting.  

Presiding Officer Frank Reilly moved to agenda item M, Discussion of date, time, and location of the next Committee meeting.  The Committee decided to meet on August 9, 2012 at 10:00 a.m. in Austin, Texas.

Presiding Officer Frank Reilly moved to agenda item N, Adjournment.  Presiding Officer Frank Reilly adjourned the meeting at 11:12 a.m.







____________________________________
Frank Reilly, Presiding Officer
Weather Modification Advisory Committee



