


Weather Modification Advisory Committee
Meeting of August 25, 2011
North Campus Building – 1st Floor Public Meeting Room 
1106 Clayton Lane, Austin, Texas

Summary of Minutes

	Presiding Officer, Frank Reilly called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m.

	Presiding Officer, Frank Reilly moved to agenda item B., Roll Call and Certification of Quorum.  Committee members Frank Reilly, Gary Foster, James Nance and Alan Zeman were present. Don Parrish was absent.

Presiding Officer, Frank Reilly moved to agenda item C., Approval of Minutes – Meeting of March 3, 2011.  Committee member, James Nance, seconded by Gary Foster, made a motion to approve the minutes.  The minutes were approved by a unanimous vote.

Presiding Officer, Frank Reilly moved to agenda item D., Public Comment.  The Committee heard public comment from Steven Polunsky, Committee Director for Senator Carona.  

Presiding Officer, Frank Reilly moved to agenda item E., Election of a Vice Chair. James Pat Nance agreed to serve as vice chair, Alan Zeman seconded the motion.  The motion passed by a vote of three to one with Nance abstaining.

Presiding Officer, Frank Reilly moved to agenda item F., Staff Reports, Bill Kuntz, Executive Director welcomed the new member and provided a notice of a fee increase to address the program cost. Mr. Kuntz answered questions from the Committee. Brad Bowman, General Counsel gave an update on the proposed rules changes. George Bomar, Program Specialist provided updates on a statistical analysis of cloud seeding operations; rainfall enhancement projects, international news on cloud seeding and Texas’ plans for resumption of cloud seeding research. 

Presiding Officer, Frank Reilly moved to agenda item G., Field meteorologists report on status of rain-enhancement activities and project meteorologists’ handbook.  George Bomar, Program Specialist gave a status report on the projects.   Craig Funke, West Texas Weather Modification and South Texas Weather Modification; Todd Flanagan, Southwest Texas Rain Enhancement; and Jonathan Jennings, West Texas Operations all reported extremely slow cloud seeding operations for their programs due to the continuing exceptional drought.  

Presiding Officer, Frank Reilly moved to agenda item H. Consideration and possible recommendation on application for Texas weather modification license renewals (8) for Fiscal Year 2012.  George Bomar Program Specialists presented the renewal applications for licenses for consideration and highlighted the requirements for renewal. Committee member, Gary Foster, seconded James Nance, made a motion to recommend approval of all of the license renewals.  The motion passed by a unanimous vote.  

Presiding Officer, Frank Reilly moved to agenda item I., Consideration and possible recommendation on application for a Texas weather modification permit: Weather Imaging. George Bomar, Program Specialist reported on the request from Weather Imaging that TDLR determine if a permit is needed based on a new technique for rain enhancement using mirrors.  Mr. Bomar with the agreement of General Council, Brad Bowman, suggested that a permit would not be required for this proposed new weather modification approach since it did not involve any “artificial” methods. 

Presiding Officer, Frank Reilly moved to agenda item J., Recommendations for agenda items for the next meeting. The Committee requested an update on the Weather Imaging weather modification process be given at the next meeting.  Mr. Bomar indicated that two rain-enhancement permits would be up for renewal soon after the start of 2012.

Presiding Officer, Frank Reilly moved to agenda item K., Discussion of date, time, and location of the next Committee meeting.  The Committee decided to meet on February 23, 2012 at 10:00 a.m. in Austin, Texas.

Presiding Officer, Frank Reilly moved to agenda item L., Adjournment.  Presiding Officer, Frank Reilly adjourned the meeting at 11:07 a.m.



____________________________________
Frank Reilly, Presiding Officer
Weather Modification Advisory Committee



