BOILER TECHNICAL GRAM
Date:
April 23, 2002

To:
Authorized Inspectors – State of Texas 
From:
Office of the Chief Inspector


TDLR, Code Review and Inspections, Boiler Program

Subj:
Boiler Low-water Fuel Cutoff Devices


Ref:  Texas Boiler Law/Rules – Section 65.100(c)

(1)
An unacceptable number of inspection reports submitted to the Department by Deputy Inspectors list the low-water fuel cutoff device maximum allowable working pressure at less than the boiler “MAWP” and do not list a Boiler Law noncompliance violation.


(a)
ASME Code HG-333 and Interpretations IV-92-07 and I-83-53 state that the maximum allowable working pressure stamped on a boiler must be less than or equal to the design pressure of the installed low-water fuel cutoff device.


(b)
Insufficient “MAWP” of low-water fuel cutoff devices presents a major safety hazard and can cause a major boiler explosion resulting in extensive property damage and/or death to personnel.

(2)
Effective immediately the requirements listed in paragraph (1) and (a) of this Boiler Technical Gram will be complied with by all Inspectors.  There will be no exceptions.  

