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TDLR, Compliance Division, Boiler Program

Subj:
Potable Water Heaters
We have been receiving a lot of inquiries from boiler inspectors as well as manufacturers regarding the definition of potable water heaters and what falls within that definition.

A potable water heater as defined in Texas Law 755.001(18) is a boiler designed for operations at pressures not exceeding 160 pounds per square inch and water temperatures not exceeding 210 degrees Fahrenheit if the boiler’s:

(A)  heat input exceeds 200,000 British thermal units per hour (Btu/hr); or

(B)  nominal water containing capacity exceeds 120 gallons. 
Any potable water heater regardless of how it is designed or in what manner the water is heated that exceeds the 200,000 Btu/hr or 120 gallon limit is by definition a potable water heater.
Those potable water heaters that exceed the 200,000 Btu/hr and/or 120 gallon limit must meet or exceed all of the requirements of the Texas Boiler Law and Rules, Chapter 755 of the Health and Safety Code and Chapter 65 Administrative Rules.  In particular the requirements of Texas Boiler Rule 65.70(a)(1) that requires all boilers installed in the state to be constructed and stamped to the applicable ASME Code and registered with the National Board of Boiler and Pressure Vessel Inspectors.  If the potable water heater fails to meet the requirements of Texas Boiler Rule 65.100(a)(1) it shall be considered a non-standard boiler.
When a non-standard boiler is discovered it must be assigned a Texas Boiler number, an inspection report must be completed, and a Repair Requirement Form (TDLR Form 007BLR) shall also be completed ordering the removal of the non-standard boiler.  A minimum of 30 days shall be given for the removal of the potable water heater to allow the owner/user to replace the unit and/or go through the variance/appeals process.

If you are unsure that the potable water heater falls under the definition found in 755.001(18) or have any questions regarding this technical gram contact Terry Parks, Chief Inspector; Walter Williams, Senior Inspection Specialist; George Solomon, Inspection Specialist; or Tom Dwyer, Inspection Specialist.

