
 

 
Texas Financial Crimes Intelligence Center 

218 E. Elm Street  
Tyler, Texas 75702 

www.fcic.texas.gov 

  
  

 

Contact: Media Relations Office | Texas Department of Licensing & Regulation 
media.inquiries@tdlr.texas.gov | www.tdlr.texas.gov  

NEWS RELEASE 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE             
December 22, 2025 
Jeff Roberts 
Texas Financial Crimes Intelligence Center 
Desk: 903-707-8272 
 

Texas Financial Crimes Intelligence Center Arrests Three for Gift 
Card Fraud Estimated at $14 Million 
AUSTIN – The Texas Financial Crimes Intelligence Center (FCIC) arrested three men suspected of gift card 
fraud estimated at $14 million.  

Kristians Petrovskis, Romunds Cubrevics and Nurmunds Ulevicus are suspected of gift card cloning, and had 
more than 400 gift cards in their possession when they were arrested. 

Gift card cloning involves the theft of un-activated gift cards from retail store kiosks, then opening the gift 
card packaging, copying the electronic number off the gift card, then re-sealing the gift card packaging and 
returning the gift card to the kiosk at the store where the card was stolen. When a consumer purchases the 
card and loads funds onto the compromised gift card, the criminal then checks the card’s balance and 
drains the card of funds before the consumer can use it. Consumers are encouraged to closely examine gift 
card packaging before purchasing gift cards, looking for any excess glue or damage to the packaging that 
could indicate someone has tampered with the card.   

Texas Penal Code 32.56, a new law enacted by the 89th Texas Legislature to crack down on gift card 
tampering, went into effect on Sept. 1, 2025. 

Petrovskis, Cubrevics and Ulevicus were charged with Fraudulent Possession of Gift Cards, a first-degree 
felony. Two of the men are being held in the Dallas County Jail and one remains in jail in Garland. The three 
men told investigators that they usually steal gift cards from 10 stores a day, seven days a week and have 
done so since May 2025. They are linked to recent offenses in the Dallas-Fort Worth, Central Texas and Gulf 
Coast areas.  

Assisting with the investigation and arrests were the Garland Police Department, the Dallas Police 
Department CRT/Deployment Team, the Dallas Police Department Fusion Center, the Texas Department of 
Public Safety - Garland Criminal Investigations Division, and the U.S. Customs and Border Patrol.   
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Photos of the arrestees: 

  
Kristians Petrovskis        

   
  Romualds Cubrevics     

  
  Normunds Ulevicus         

 
About the Texas FCIC 
The Texas Financial Crimes Intelligence Center, located in Tyler, Texas, is staffed by law enforcement officers 
and intelligence analysts with extensive experience investigating organized financial crimes, including credit 
card skimming and shimming that attack fuel dispensers, ATMs, and point of sale terminals, as well as many 
other types of financial crimes. Visit the FCIC’s website for more information and resources.  
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