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Multi-Agency Operation Dismantles Major Skimming Ring; $19 Million in
Potential Losses Prevented

HEWITT, TX — A joint investigation into an alleged fuel pump skimming network has led to the
arrest of three individuals suspected of targeting consumers in the Waco area and across Texas.

On April 16, 2026, agents with the Texas Financial Crimes Intelligence Center (TFCIC),
working with the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS) and the Hewitt Police Department,
conducted a targeted operation in Hewitt. The operation resulted in the apprehension of three
suspects while they were installing "deep insert" skimming devices inside gas pumps.

The following individuals, all of whom are Cuban nationals, were taken into custody:

1. Yordanys Castillo Bejerano
2. Jeilier Sarria Gutierrez
3. Lazaro Raul Pinero Rodrigue

Investigators say that the group utilized "deep insert" skimmers, which are concealed inside the
internal components of fuel dispensers and are difficult for consumers to detect during a normal
transaction. Once installed, the devices capture credit and debit card information from unsuspecting
customers.

The stolen data is then used in multiple ways, including:

e The Diesel Fuel Black Market: Using cloned cards, suspects purchase large quantities of
diesel fuel often using vehicles equipped with hidden auxiliary tanks and then resold on the
black market for cash.

e Retail Fraud: The stolen card information is used to make unauthorized purchases of high-
value goods from various retailers. These items are then resold to third parties or via
secondary markets, allowing the suspects to convert the stolen credit into liquid cash.
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Following the arrests, a search warrant was executed at a residence in Austin, Texas, resulting in
the seizure of skimming devices, building materials, and numerous cloned credit cards. The
suspects are believed to be connected to a string of skimming incidents in the Waco area and
throughout the state.

By dismantling this operation, authorities estimate they prevented approximately $19 million in
potential financial losses to the residents of Texas.

"This type of organized crime targets everyday Texans at the pump," said a representative for the
TFCIC. "By disrupting the cycle of skimming, retail fraud, and black-market fuel sales, we are
protecting both the financial security of our citizens and the integrity of our local economy."

The investigation remains ongoing.

About the Texas FCIC

The Texas Financial Crimes Intelligence Center, located in Tyler, Texas, is staffed by law enforcement officers
and intelligence analysts with extensive experience investigating organized financial crimes, including credit
card skimming and shimming that attack fuel dispensers, ATMs, and point of sale terminals, as well as many
other types of financial crimes. The Smith County District Attorney’s office runs day-to-day operations at the
FCIC, while the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation reimburses Smith County for operating
expenses related to the Center. Visit the FCIC’s website for more information and resources.
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