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DOCTOR OF PODIATRIC MEDICINE  

 
 
 

 New 

Renewed 
Licenses 
Issued 

Online 
Renewals 

 Renewed  % 
Online Population 

FY2018  109 1083 1042 96% 1191 
FY2019  61 1118 1096 99% 1205 
FY2020 QTR 1 2 1065 1063 99% 1143 

 
Podiatric Medical Radiological Technician 
 
 
 

 New New % Online Renewed 
 Renewed  % 

Online Population 
FY2018  82 N/A 353 N/A 442 
FY2019 80 N/A 346 N/A 421 
FY2020 QTR 1 39 N/A 163 N/A 462 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 



Page 1 of 4 
Enforcement Division March 9, 2020 

 
Podiatric Medical Examiners Advisory Board 

 
 

Enforcement Division Staff Report 
March 9, 2020 

 
 

Case Highlights: 

• A Commission Order was entered on November 5, 2019 after a hearing was held on April 
25, 2019 at the State Office of Administrative Hearings. Respondent applied to renew his 
license in October 2018. After reviewing Respondent’s criminal history, the Department 
took action to revoke Respondent’s license and deny his renewal application. The evidence 
at the hearing established that Respondent pled guilty to the offense of health care fraud in 
August 2018. The evidence did not establish that Respondent is presently fit to be licensed 
and did not establish that Respondent has the honesty, trustworthiness, and integrity or 
fitness necessary to hold a license. Additionally, licensure would allow Respondent to 
commit the same crime again, if he were so inclined. Therefore, the Commission revoked 
Respondent’s license and denied his renewal application.  
 

Performance Measures and Key Statistics through December 2019 of Fiscal Year 2020 

Performance Measure POD TDLR 
Cases opened 22 3,270 
Cases closed 24 3,244 
Average time to close (days) 276 151 
% of cases resolved within 6 months 50% 69% 
% of cases resulting in disciplinary action 16% 20% 
Cases pending (Includes Investigation & Prosecution) 64 5,379 
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Case Outcomes POD TDLR 
Commission Orders 1 16 
Default Orders 0 167 
Agreed Orders 3 433 
Penalties Assessed $3,000 $1,204,616 
Penalties Collected $1,250 $545,122 
Licenses Revoked (Disciplinary) 1 59 
Licenses Suspended 0 2 
Licenses Denied/Revoked (Criminal History) 0 104 
Cease & Desist Orders 0 19 
Informally Resolved 20 2,576 
 

Alleged Violations at Opening 

 
Alleged Violation: Count 
Gross negligence or malpractice 8 
Unprofessional or unethical conduct 6 
Criminal History 5 
Sexual misconduct with patient or client 1 
Continuing Medical Education violation 1 
False, misleading or deceptive advertising 1 
Practicing without a license 1 
 

 

Violations Resulting in Disciplinary Action  
 

Violation: Count 
Unprofessional or unethical conduct 1 
Criminal History 1 
Lacks honesty, trustworthiness or integrity 1 
  
  

 
FISCAL YEAR 2019: 

 
 

Performance Measure POD TDLR 
Cases opened 85 10,902 
Cases closed 104 10,113 
Average time to close (days) 248 151 
% of cases resolved within 6 months 35% 68% 
% of cases resulting in disciplinary action 4% 21% 
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Case Outcomes POD TDLR 
Commission Orders 0 38 
Default Orders 0 608 
Agreed Orders 5 1,241 
Penalties Assessed $8,125 $3,394,345 
Penalties Collected $8,125 $1,731,554 
Licenses Revoked (Disciplinary) 0 218 
Licenses Suspended 0 3 
Licenses Denied/Revoked (Criminal History) 0 421 
Cease & Desist Orders 0 67 
Informally Resolved 99 7,945 

 

Alleged Violations at Opening 
 

Alleged Violation: Count 
Gross negligence or malpractice 38 
Unprofessional or unethical conduct 30 
Fraud or deceit in services provided 9 
Criminal History 3 
Sexual misconduct with patient or client 2 
Lacks honesty, trustworthiness or integrity 1 
False, misleading or deceptive advertising 1 
Practicing without a license 1 
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Violations Resulting in Disciplinary Action  

 
Violation: Count 
Fraud or deceit in services provided 3 
Gross negligence or malpractice 1 
Continuing Medical Education violation 1 
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PERSONNEL UPDATES 
 

EDUCATION AND EXAMINATION STATISTICS AND TRENDS 
(AS OF JANUARY 31ST, 2020) 

FY 2020 SEP OCT NOV Q1 DEC JAN FEB Q2 MAR APR MAY Q3 JUN JUL AUG Q4  TOT 

PASS 2 3 0 5 0 2 - 2 - - - 0 - - - 0 7 
FAIL 0 1 0 1 0 0 - 0 - - - 0 - - - 0 1 
TOTAL 2 4 0 6 0 2 - 2 - - - 0 - - - 0 8 
RATE 100% 75.0% 0.0% 83.3% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 100% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 87.5% 

 

FY 2019 SEP OCT NOV Q1 DEC JAN FEB Q2 MAR APR MAY Q3 JUN JUL AUG Q4  TOT 

PASS 2 1 1 4 0 1 2 3 5 1 13 19 16 5 6 27 53 
FAIL 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 6 7 5 1 1 7 14 
TOTAL 2 1 1 4 0 1 2 3 6 1 19 26 21 6 7 34 67 
RATE 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 83.3% 100% 68.4% 73.1% 76.2% 83.3% 85.7% 79.4% 79.1% 

 

FY 2018 SEP OCT NOV Q1 DEC JAN FEB Q2 MAR APR MAY Q3 JUN JUL AUG Q4  TOT 

PASS  2 2 4 0 0 1 1 1 18 5 24 17 6 2 25 54 
FAIL  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 2 0 0 0 0 2 
TOTAL  2 2 4 0 0 1 1 1 19 6 26 17 6 2 25 56 
RATE  100% 100% 100% 0.0% 0.0% 100% 100% 100% 94.7% 83.3% 92.3% 100% 100% 100% 100% 96.4% 
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Podiatry Program Activities and Projects 
• Staff lead and continue to work on the Podiatry Bill Implementation Team.  The team has been 

tasked with implementing several bills, including HBs 2847, 2174, 3284, 3285, 2059, and SB 1264.  
• Program FAQ pages have been updated and staff will continue to work on the webpages as needed 

to reflect rule changes and the continued implementation of the PMP requirements. 
• Staff continues to work with the Pharmacy Board to facilitate registration and educate podiatrists 

about the PMP program requirements. As of March 1, 2020, podiatrists are required to check the 
PMP prior to prescribing opioids, benzodiazepines, barbiturates, and carisoprodol.   As of early 
February around 56% or 653 podiatrists are registered.   

• SB 1264 update. 
 

Public and Profession Outreach 
• Staff plan on attending, staffing a table, and presenting at the Texas Podiatric Medical Association’s 

(TPMA) Annual Conference in The Woodlands in June and the TPMA Southwest Foot and Ankle 
Conference in Irving in September.    

 
Personnel Updates 
• Charlotte Melder was selected as the Director of RPM. Charlotte was previously the RPM Business 

and Consumer Safety Section Manager.  Prior to being a RPM Section Manager, she served as an 
Enforcement Prosecutor. 

 
Medical and Health Professions Section Activities and Projects 
• MHP staff continue to be busy implementing what passed this legislative session. Staff have 

analyzed the impact of the proposed legislation and served on cost estimate teams for bills that relate 
to the MHP programs.  Staff are working with the Bill Implementation Teams to execute the 
requirements of the new laws.    

• MHP continues to produce and distribute the TDLR Health Monitor newsletter. The latest issue can 
be found on the program web page. Links to previous issues can be found under Agency 
Newsletters on the main TDLR page. If you have any topics or ideas for an article for the Health 
Monitor, please contact Steve Uecker. 

• Staff have been involved in training sessions with the new Anti-Human Trafficking Team. 
• Staff began assisting licensing with processing applications in February 2020. 
 

 



Senate Bill 1264 Overview 
 
What does Senate Bill 1264 do?   
Senate bill 1264 (bill) protects consumers from surprise medical bills in emergencies and in 
cases where the consumer had no choice of providers.  The bill prohibits balance billing by out 
of network providers to state-regulated insurance plan enrollees (enrollee).  A balance bill is 
defined as a bill that exceeds the applicable copayment, coinsurance, and deductible under the 
enrollee’s health care plan. 
 
Enrollees cannot be balance billed for: 

• emergency services provided by non-network facilities and providers; 
• emergency services provided at an in-network facility by non-network providers; or 
• situations where an enrollee does not have a choice of providers in an in-network facility.    

 
The bill provides an exception for non-emergency care.  If the enrollee chooses to use an out-of-
network provider for non-emergency care, the enrollee must sign a waiver to acknowledge the 
waiver of their billing rights and protections.  
 
The bill also authorizes TDLR to adopt rules and take disciplinary action against a TDLR-
regulated health care provider for violations regarding balance billing. 
 
What Health Plans are Covered? 
The new law applies to: 

• State-regulated insurance plans.  These TDI-regulated programs cover roughly 1.1 
million or 16% of Texans.  Insurance cards for state-regulated plans have either “DOI” 
(for Department of Insurance) or “TDI” (Texas Department of Insurance) printed on 
them. Samples of the cards can be viewed at: 
https://www.tdi.texas.gov/consumer/insurance-card-examples.html; 

• Coverage through the Employee Retirement System of Texas (Health Select or certain 
HMOs); and 

• Coverage through the Teacher Retirement System of Texas (TRS ActiveCare). 
 
Who is Impacted?  
Providers who work in diagnostic imaging, emergency care, facilities, and laboratories and bill 
the health plans outlined above. 
 
Facility is defined as: 

• an ambulatory surgical center licensed under Health and Safety Code (H&SC), Chapter 
243; 

• a birthing center licensed under HSC, Chapter 244; 

https://www.tdi.texas.gov/consumer/insurance-card-examples.html
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=HS&Value=243
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=HS&Value=244


• a hospital licensed under H&SC, Chapter 241; 
• a freestanding emergency medical care facility licensed under H&SC, Chapter 254; or  
• a freestanding emergency medical care facility that is exempt from the licensing 

requirements of under H&SC, Section 254.052(8). 
 
Current Status 
The bill went into effect on January 1, 2020 for services or supplies provided on or after that 
same date.  TDI has adopted amendments and added new sections to the Insurance Code to 
implement the provisions of the bill. TDI also adopted emergency rules to implement the waiver 
provisions of the bill.  The waiver addresses exceptions to the balance billing prohibitions. 
 
What do TDLR Licensed Providers Need to do?   
If you work in a facility and provide care to covered enrollees, you should fully understand your 
responsibilities.  Contact TDI with any questions or email IDR@tdi.texas.gov. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=HS&Value=241
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=HS&Value=254
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=HS&Value=254.052
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